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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  SB 335/GA:  a)  establishes a new class of unlicensed health care providers, "certified surgical assistants", to be directly accountable to physicians or, in the absence of a physician, to a licensed registered nurse.  Certified surgical assistants shall be certified by the National Surgical Assistant Association on the Certification of Surgical Assistants, the Liaison Council on Certification of Surgical Technologists, or the American Board of Surgical Assistants;  b)  Requires licensed health care facilities to develop a policy to provide oversight of surgical assistants only for services offered by the facility; and, c)  Requires health benefit plans that cover similar entities to also cover certified surgical assistants.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Amends KRS 216B.015 to define "certified surgical assistant" and "intraoperative surgical care"; amends KRS 216B.160 to require licensed health care facilities to develop a policy that establishes the credentials, oversight, appointment, and reappointment of certified surgical assistants and for granting, renewing, and revising of the assistant's clinical privileges; and creates a new section of KRS Chapter 304.17A to provide that any health benefit plan providing coverage for surgical first assisting or intraoperative surgical care benefits or services shall be construed as providing coverage for a certified surgical assistant who performs those services. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  SB 335/GA may result in some additional work necessary to ensure that health care facilities comply with the policy requirement.  However, this impact can be absorbed within current appropriation levels.
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