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SUBJECT/TITLE
AN ACT relating to the registration of vehicles in counties required to have a vehicle emissions control program

SPONSOR
Senator Larry Saunders

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerks

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 347/GA would appear to require a county air pollution control district or the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet to notify the Department of Vehicle Regulation when a vehicle emissions compliance certificate expires. The Act would require the Department to notify the vehicle owner that the vehicle's registration will be revoked if evidence of compliance is not received within 30 days.

In the event the vehicle's registration is revoked, the owner would be required to present to the county clerk a current emissions certificate or an affidavit stating that the vehicle is inoperable. The owner would also be required to pay a $20 reinstatement fee, which would be divided equally between the clerk and the Cabinet.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

Currently, only four counties have a vehicle emission testing program:  Boone, Campbell, Jefferson, and Kenton counties. Jefferson County utilizes the courts to enforce its emission control program. Proof of compliance with the vehicle emission programs in Boone, Campbell, and Kenton counties is obtained through the state's Automated Motor Vehicle Registration System (AVIS). A record of all motor vehicles which have successfully passed, or have been exempted from the vehicle emission programs in Boone, Campbell, and Kenton counties, is entered into the computerized AVIS system. When the vehicle's owner attempts to register the vehicle, the vehicle's registration number is entered into the system through a computer terminal in the county clerk's office, and a "block" is placed on the transaction if there is a no record of compliance with, or exemption from the program. When a "block" occurs, the registration process is terminated, and no further action is taken.

The Jefferson County Clerk receives the standard $3 fee when registering a vehicle, and is not involved in emission control compliance. The Boone, Campbell, and Kenton county clerks receive no additional fee when registering a vehicle which has previously been "blocked"; the $10 clerk's fee authorized under SB 347/GA would be a new fee. However, under SB 347/GA the clerk would be required to perform additional duties, including verifying the validity of the vehicle emission control certificate, and storing the certificate or affidavit.

Because there is no experience from a similar compliance system upon which to base an estimate of the number of times vehicles' registrations would be revoked and the owner would pay a fee to the clerk for reinstatement, the fiscal impact of the Act on local government is indeterminable, but likely would result in a moderate increase in clerk fees.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Ms. Marilyn Rouse, Boone County Clerk;

Mr. Parker Moore, Division of Air Quality, Kentucky Department for Environmental Protection
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