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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to motor vehicle insurance

SPONSOR
Senator Gary Johnson

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;

Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County attorneys and county clerks

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill assigns new duties to the county clerk and modifies the duties of the county attorney.

The bill requires the county clerk to act as a go-between between the Department of Motor Vehicles and the uninsured motorist. The clerk is to inform the Department if the uninsured motorist produces proof of insurance or turns in the vehicle license plate.

The duties of the county attorney are modified thusly:  currently, county attorneys can only prosecute uninsured motorists that have been stopped by police for other violations. At that point, their uninsured status can be determined, and prosecution can ensue if warranted. Under the proposed legislation the county attorney can prosecute the uninsured motorist as a primary offense. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The effect of the bill overall is indeterminable. The effect on county clerks cannot be estimated, but could be substantial.

The county clerks believe that this bill will impose new roles and duties, but will not increase the fees available to a clerk's office. The clerk will be required to store notifications, receive and account for money, and forward information to Department of Motor Vehicles.

The effect on county attorneys cannot be estimated, but could be substantial. Mr. Michael Fox, President of the Kentucky County Attorneys Association, points out that the effect of the bill on county attorneys, will be to increase prosecutions. However, there is no way to say how many prosecutions there will be, and so there is no estimate of the cost of the additional work load.
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