HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2000 REGULAR SESSION

Amend printed copy of SJR 57/HCS

On page 1, following the first "WHEREAS" clause, by inserting:

"WHEREAS, John Leland, a Baptist clergyman who was influential in the passage of the Virginia Statute of Religious Freedom, stated in a 1791 pamphlet:


"Every man must give an account of himself to God, and therefore every man ought to be at liberty to serve God in that way that he can best reconcile it to his conscience. If government can answer for individuals at the day of judgment, let men be controlled by it in religious matters; otherwise let men be free . . . [R]eligion is a matter between God and individuals, religious opinions of men not being the objects of civil government nor in any way under its control. Government has no more to do with religious opinions of men than it has with the principles of the mathematics. Let every man speak freely without fear -- maintain the principles that he believes -- worship according to his own faith, either one God, three Gods, no God, or twenty Gods; and let government protect him in doing, i.e., see that he meets with no personal abuse or loss of property for his religious opinions. . . . It is not supposable that any established religion contains the whole truth and nothing but the truth; but supposing it did, which established religion has got it: All bigots contend for it -- each society cries out, 'The temple of the Lord are we.' If all stand upon equal footing, being equally protected by law as citizens (not as saints) and one prevails over another by cool investigation and fair argument, then truth gains honor, and men more firmly believe it than if it was made an essential article of salvation by law. Truth disdains the aid of law for its defense -- it will stand upon its own merits"; and"
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