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A RESOLUTION requesting the Interim Joint Committee on Transportation to conduct a study to determine whether the Commonwealth should require a vision screening when renewing a Kentucky operator's license.

WHEREAS, there are currently over 2,500,000 licensed drivers in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, drivers in Kentucky are not required to show they meet the vision standards for operating an automobile after they receive their initial license; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is one of only nine states that place no restrictions on the renewal of operator's licenses; and

WHEREAS, there is concern that the current system of renewing operator's licenses keeps some unsafe drivers on the road;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Interim Joint Committee on Transportation is requested to conduct a study during the 2000-2001 interim to determine whether the Commonwealth should require all licensed drivers to undergo a vision screening when renewing a Kentucky operator's license.

Section 2.   The study should examine the issues of:

(1)
Who should conduct a vision screening program;

(2)
What are the costs associated with implementing a vision screening program for license renewals;

(3)
Whether the medical review board or the Kentucky State Police should establish vision standards for license renewals;

(4)
What role, if any, the medical review board should have in administering a vision screening program;

(5)
Whether the renewal cycle for licenses should be changed if a vision screening program is implemented; and

(6)
Whether restrictions on driving at night should be implemented under a vision screening program.

Section 3.   The Interim Joint Committee on Transportation is requested to report the findings of the study to the Legislative Research Commission not later than August 31, 2001.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Act to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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