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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Barbara S. Miller.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay respect and homage to Barbara S. Miller, "the Storytelling Lady," and we pause in silent reverence for her eternal soul.

WHEREAS, Barbara S. Miller, was born in 1910, and spent the majority of her adult life devoted to the proposition that children must be inspired to learn to read, children must cultivate a love for books, and children must practice the art of reading each and every day in order to succeed in life; and

WHEREAS, Barbara S. Miller, received a degree in music from the University of Michigan and taught music prior to her marriage and move to Louisville, Kentucky, earned a bachelor's degree in library science from Spaulding University and a masters degree in education from Spaulding University; and

WHEREAS, Barbara S. Miller, remembered for her joyful chuckle, soft-spoken nature, and dedication to children, was well known throughout the Kentuckianna area for her stories on the children's show T-Bar-V, her role as Children's Librarian at the Western Branch of the segregated library system in 1951, and her position as the first Black professional worker in the book division of the main library in 1957; and

WHEREAS, Barbara S. Miller, became director of Children's Services in 1959, and coordinator in 1970, a position she held until her retirement in 1978; and 

WHEREAS, Barbara S. Miller, was named "Outstanding Public Librarian" by the Kentucky Library Association in 1969; received the Caritas Medal as "Outstanding Alumnus" from Spaulding University in 1971; received an "Women of Achievement" award from the Louisville Council of Women Presidents in 1972; was appointed to the board of directors of Norton Children's Hospital; and to the board of directors of the Louisville Theatrical Association; became a member of LINKS, Incorporated; and was elected president of the Kentucky Library Association after her retirement; and 

WHEREAS, Barbara S. Miller, distinguished herself as a civil rights pioneer, having successfully challenged a Louisville landlord's unwillingness to rent an apartment to her because of her race, and obtaining the first monetary settlement based on the Kentucky Fair Housing Law in 1971; and 

WHEREAS, Barbara S. Miller, leaves to cherish her memory both relatives, and a host of friends, neighbors, and acquaintances; and 

WHEREAS, with the passing of Barbara S. Miller, the Commonwealth has lost a giant advocate for the education, nurturing, and empowerment of children, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby express its profound sense of bereavement and loss upon the passing of Barbara S. Miller, and extends to her relatives, and friends, neighbors, and acquaintances its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Barbara S. Miller.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Church Administrator, St. Martin De Porres Catholic Church, 3112 West Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky 40211-1441 and to Carol Buckman, 514 Selkirk Lane, Louisville, Kentucky 40243.
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