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A RESOLUTION honoring Charles Martin (C.M.) Newton for his outstanding tenure as Director of Athletics for the University of Kentucky.

"C.M. Newton is a winner, and that's important, but more than anything else, he wins or loses with class, and that's more important." -- Paul "Bear" Bryant.

WHEREAS, C.M. Newton, a native of Rockwood, Tennessee, took office as Director of Athletics of the University of Kentucky in April of 1989 in the midst of dark times for the university's athletics program; and

WHEREAS, C.M. Newton's reputation for integrity and financial and administrative savvy began to immediately heal the ailing athletic program; and

WHEREAS, under C.M. Newton's guidance, the University of Kentucky's athletic program has achieved a newfound vigor illustrated by two NCAA national championships in basketball, two consecutive football bowl invitations, and significant strides in baseball, gymnastics, volleyball, soccer, women's basketball, and other varsity sports; and

WHEREAS, under C.M. Newton's care, the University of Kentucky's athletic program has regained the adoration and fierce pride of fans in the Bluegrass Region of Kentucky, as well as respect from many fans who normally cheer for the university located in Kentucky's largest city; and

WHEREAS, C.M. Newton has distinguished himself by a successful sports career, lettering on the University of Kentucky's 1951 NCAA basketball championship team, and signing with the New York Yankees, pitching in their minor league system; and

WHEREAS, C.M. Newton has distinguished himself as a successful college basketball coach with more than 500 career victories, by winning or sharing the Southeastern Conference title three years in a row at the University of Alabama, being named Associated Press Southeastern Conference coach of the year four times and United Press International SEC coach of the year three times, as well as serving the 1984 United States Men's Olympic Basketball Team as assistant coach; and

WHEREAS, C.M. Newton has been a leader in promoting equality in athletics; and

WHEREAS, C.M. Newton has distinguished himself by a successful administrative career by serving as a member of the Board of Directors of the National Association of Basketball Coaches; Chair of the NCAA Basketball Rules Committee; President of USA Basketball; member of the NCAA Division I Basketball Committee; and currently as a member of the FIBA Central Board; and

WHEREAS, C.M. Newton has distinguished himself by a successful "legislative" career by defeating attempts by certain, unnamed members of the Kentucky State Senate to limit the ability of the University of Kentucky from engaging in "Pay per View" television activities; and

WHEREAS, C.M. Newton has most recently been named "Regional Athletics Director of the Year", as well as being one of four finalists for the national award, by the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics; and

WHEREAS, C.M. Newton at the zenith of his administrative career at the University of Kentucky has decided to enter into retirement in June of 2000 so he may spend more time with his friends, wife Evelyn, children Deborah, Tracy, and Martin, and his grandchildren;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That C.M. Newton has earned the respect of this body, composed of fans from all regions of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, by his numerous achievements in his tenure as Director of Athletics of the University of Kentucky, and that through his numerous achievements has marshaled the physical and scholastic abilities of the young athletes who, in turn, have earned the respect of all the fans within this body and within the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 2.   That this body does hereby congratulate C.M. Newton on his achievements as Director of Athletics of the University of Kentucky and honors him accordingly this day.

Section 3.   That this body extends its best wishes to C.M. Newton for a wonderful, well-deserved retirement.

Section 4.   That the Clerk of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Charles Martin (C.M.) Newton, Director of Athletics, University of Kentucky, Memorial Coliseum, Lexington, Kentucky 40506-0019.
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