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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of the late Moneta Sleet, Jr., the first African-American to win a Pulitzer Prize in photography.

WHEREAS, Moneta Sleet, Jr., an Owensboro, Kentucky, native and famed photographer, traversed these earthly bounds on September 30, 1996; and with his passing, journalism lost a man honest enough to say that he saw no reason to apologize for his commitment to the cause he covered or for his emotional involvement with those he photographed; and

WHEREAS, Moneta Sleet, Jr., graduated from Western High School in Owensboro, Kentucky, where he was editor of the school newspaper; he attended Kentucky State University; he studied photojournalism at the School of Modern Photography in New York, and he earned a master's degree in journalism from New York University; and

WHEREAS, Moneta Sleet, Jr., was a photographer for Ebony magazine for more than forty years; he is best remembered for his poignant Pulitzer Prize photograph in 1969 of a grieving Coretta Scott King and her daughter, Bernice, at the funeral of the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., whom Moneta Sleet, Jr., had become close friends with during the civil-rights leader's campaign of a vision of an ideal America where equality and justice prevail, and his concepts of love, wisdom, and compassion toward one another; and

WHEREAS, Moneta Sleet, Jr., was an inspiration to all the lives he touched and he introduced a whole new generation of young black photographers; his camera captured many of the images that defined the struggle for racial equality in the United States and Africa; and in 1957, when Africa was first tasting independence from colonial rule, he traveled there with Vice President Richard Nixon and earned the Overseas Press Club award for a photo he took, and it was one of the 25 visits to the continent that so fascinated him; and to mention only a few of his works, there are photographs of a young Arthur Ashe playing tennis for UCLA, Billie Holiday with her arms bearing needle tracks, jazz greats Miles Davis and Thelonius Monk, sports legend Jackie Robinson, comedian Moms Mabley, political activist Barbara Jordan, and writer Amiri Baraka; but, the photographs he liked best were taken of ordinary people, and he has been quoted as saying his favorite photograph was taken on a rain-soaked day in Alabama of a woman clapping her hands with her eyes tightly closed as she walked in the 1965 civil rights march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama; and

WHEREAS, a selection of his creative works is being displayed at the Owensboro Museum of Fine Art and the Owensboro-Daviess County Tourist Commission's Hall of Fame; and to commemorate his life, a bronze marker is being dedicated on February 24, 2000, in the Baptisttown neighborhood across from his boyhood home at Max Rhoads Park at Seventh and Walnut Streets in Owensboro; and

WHEREAS, Moneta Sleet, Jr., was the devoted husband of Juanita H. Sleet, and he was the loving father of two sons, Gregory and Michael Sleet, and a daughter, Lisa Sleet; his passing has left a void that will be difficult to fill, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate is proud to honor Moneta Sleet, Jr., Kentucky's native son, for his genius in photography and the greatness he achieved during his lifetime. The passion, dedication, intelligence and social consciousness Moneta Sleet, Jr., brought to the Commonwealth of Kentucky and to this great nation will never be forgotten, and his influence will continue.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Moneta Sleet, Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Juanita H. Sleet, 1128 James Court, Baldwin, New York 11510.
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