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Legislative committee hears from  
rural health experts

FRANKFORT — Several experts 
offered overviews on the state of 
rural health care during an Interim 
Joint Committee on Health Services 
meeting on Aug. 18. 

Zil Joyce Dixon Romero, senior 
manager of state government for the 
National Rural Health Association, 
testified that 62 million Americans 
live in rural areas, and Medicaid, 
Medicare and the government-run 
health insurance marketplace are 
disproportionally covering rural 
residents.

“Notably, across all states, we are 
starting to see some really damaging 
trends beginning to emerge. When 
looking at the rural health landscape, 
we see over 190-plus rural hospitals 
have closed since 2010, with 430 rural 
hospitals vulnerable to closure in the 
United States currently,” he said.

Kentucky’s numbers are not that 
disproportionate to national trends 
in terms of vulnerability and negative 
operations margins, he said. But 
Romero explained that Kentucky has 
disproportionate challenges related to shortage 
area designations for physicians.

The national shortage totals around 15,000 

physicians, while Kentucky needs to fill about 388 
positions to bridge the gap in rural areas, he said.

Romero said the federal One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act could impact Kentucky facilities, and that 

about 16-20% of state hospitals are 
considered financially vulnerable.

Committee co-chair, Sen. Stephen 
Meredith, R-Leitchfield, asked 
Romero if he is optimistic about the 
future of rural health care.

Romero said he is optimistic for two 
reasons: It’s a highly innovative space 
in which people genuinely care about 
their neighbors. Also, when people go 
to rural facilities, they want to help 
each other and figure out solutions to 
maintain their coverage and care.

Meredith said he has concerns, and 
cited almost 40 years of health care 
experience.

“In this space, I’ve always prided 
myself on being an optimist,” he said. 
“I’m that little boy in the room with 
manure that’s looking for the pony. 
But I can tell you for this particular 
issue, I’m not optimistic because 
looking back over the last 40 years, a 
lot of problems we’re seeing today we 
saw 40 years ago, just magnified.”

Three representatives from the Center of 
Excellence in Rural Health at the University of 
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Committee co-chair, Rep. Kimberly Poore Moser, R-Taylor Mill, speaks 
during the Aug. 18 meeting of the Interim Joint Committee on Health 

Services.
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Kentucky also testified. The center was established by 
the general assembly in 1990 to address rural health 
disparities and challenges Kentucky communities 
face.

CERH programs include community health 
through Kentucky Homeplace workers, statewide 
rural health support, education and outreach, 
research and workforce innovation, and community 
technology and support services.

Committee co-chair, Rep. Kimberly Poore Moser, 
R-Taylor Mill, asked about the Healthcare Worker 
Loan Relief Program of the Commonwealth.

“Who are the health care workers who are 
primarily using the loan forgiveness program,” she 
asked.

Matthew R. Coleman, director of the Kentucky 
Office of Rural Health at the CERH, said varying 
health care workers benefit from the program, 
including mental health professionals. He said 
the types of workers who use the program change 
throughout the years.

House Minority Caucus Chair Lindsey Burke, 
D-Lexington, said she has been asked recently about 
noncompete clauses in provider contracts.

“Doctors and other folks in the field are telling 
me that that’s a hinderance to them being able to 
continue practicing medicine, especially in rural 
areas,” she said.

Coleman said he will take down the question and 
reach out to his counterparts and those in other 
states to gather information to share with Burke.

Meredith asked those from the CERH what the 
legislature can do to make them more successful 
and impact the entire state. Additionally, he said he 
wants to hear from CERH staff if they need more 

Rural health experts, 
from page 1

Interim committee receives update on 
state budget revenues

By Jordan Hensley - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — Kentucky saw 
a higher than predicted increase in 
general fund revenue at the end of 
the 2025-26 fiscal year, while the 
state’s road fund did not.

State Budget Director John Hicks 
gave the Interim Joint Committee on 
Appropriations and Revenue an up-
date on the numbers on Aug. 5. 

At the conclusion of the 2025-26 
fiscal year, Hicks said the state gen-
eral fund received $476 million more 
in revenue than the official estimated 
total. The budget reserve trust fund 
also now sits at $2.9 billion.

Sales and use tax, individual in-
come tax and major business tax re-
ceipts were major contributors to the 
general fund revenue in the last fiscal 
year, according to Hicks.

“The headliner is sales and use 
(tax) at 6.4% (growth),” he said. “… 
Having 6.4 is a really good year. It shows, again, that nationally, consumption 
drives the U.S. economy.”

The individual income tax receipts also grew by 4.6%, despite the individ-
ual tax rate dropping from 4% to 3.5% in January.

“That’s always a good statement 
about wages and salaries,” Hicks said 
about the growth.

During the presentation, Hicks 
noted that lottery receipts grew by 
5.5%.

“We continue to find that interest-
ing given we have sports wagering in 
Kentucky,” Hicks added.

Sen. Amanda Mays Bledsoe, 
R-Lexington, said the lottery receipts 
caught her attention as well.

“Especially since we consistently 
hear how much it’s dropping and the 
impact that has on some of our high-
er education dollars,” she said. “Any 
indication on why that raised? … 
Are you tracking the impact of both 
moving forward to see if there’s any 
trends related to the lottery or sports 
gambling?”

Hicks said that, according to a member of his staff, revenues increase in a 
year with high Powerball jackpots.

Sen. Christian McDaniel, R-Ryland Heights, shares his concerns about 
the road fund revenue shortfall during the Aug. 5 meeting of the Interim 
Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue Committee. McDaniel 

also serves as co-chair of the committee.

Continued on page 3
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Legislators receive update on  
national education assessment numbers

By Nancy Royden - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — The Interim Joint Com-
mittee on Education heard testimony Aug. 4 
about the latest numbers from the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress.

Jennifer Stafford, associate commissioner of 
the KDE's Office of Assessment and Account-
ability, offered a NAEP overview. She said it's 
often referred to as the nation's report card, 
first administered in 1969. It provides states 
benchmarks for comparison and benchmarks 
for each state to compare its prior data.

"The NAEP is given to a sample of students, 
so not all students nor all schools participate," 
she said.

Stafford reported on the 2024 NAEP math 
and reading results from grades 4 and 8. The 
2026 assessment was administered during the 
winter, and the results are not available yet.

From 2022 to 2024, Kentucky's grade 4 read-
ing score increased from 217 to 218, and the 
grade 4 math score increased from 234 to 238. 

Both increases outpaced national averages.

Stafford said the improvement in reading 
marked a "statistically significant change, and 
that's to be celebrated because that's a mean-
ingful difference." Nationally, the number fell 
2 points to 214.

In grade 8, Kentucky's scores did not 
change in reading but increased from 269 to 
271 in math while national scores fell in both 
categories.

Committee co-chair, Sen. Stephen West, 
R-Paris, said it appears funding to improve 
scores is being used in an efficient manner.

"I want to give you some positive feedback," 
he said. "I think your implementation on Read 
to Succeed and numeracy has been very effec-
tive. When we first did that, honestly, I didn't 
expect much results for four of five years, and 
I think you're way ahead of schedule."

Sen. Stephen West, R-Paris, speaks Aug. 4 during a 
meeting of the Interim Joint Committee on Education. 

Legislators received an overview of the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress.

State budget revenues, 
from page 2

“Scratch-off tickets are a major component of their revenue streams,” 
Hicks said. “Both of those did well. The thing that is kind of hard to guess is 
those Powerball jackpots rising … They did pretty well on scratch-offs. We 
did really well on high Powerball.”

Hicks said his office is also tracking the impact of sports wagering, and 
described the revenues as “healthy and exceeding expectations.”

The second half of Hicks’s presentation focused on the 2025-26 fiscal year 
road fund receipts. Hicks told the committee the road fund saw a $72.4 mil-
lion revenue shortfall primarily due to lower motor fuel revenues.

Committee co-chair, Sen. Christian McDaniel, R-Ryland Heights, noted 
the governor suspended the state’s gas tax for six weeks at the end of the 
fiscal year.

“If you look at the official estimate versus the actuals, but for the action 
of the governor, we would have met the official estimate?” McDaniel asked.

Hicks said “yes.”

While gas tax revenues were down, Hicks noted motor vehicle usage taxes 
were higher than estimated. He said $734 million in revenue is another re-
cord high.

“We’ve had like three straight years of record high, at least, of motor vehi-
cle usage tax,” he said. “So that offsets the gas tax and the other elements that 
are much smaller pieces of the road fund.”

Hicks also told the committee there were several steps taken to address 
the shortfall. There was an adjustment in the revenue sharing appropria-
tion for cities and counties. Unexpended appropriations in other areas of the 
transportation budget were transferred to the road fund and overall budget 
reductions were made.

McDaniel expressed concern over the shortfall’s impact on cities and 
counties.

“They’re certainly bearing a fairly disproportionate burden of the short-
fall,” he said.

Continued on page 8
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Lawmakers on transportation committee 
discuss delivery robots

By Jordan Hensley - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — Robots are here – 
and sometimes they bring dinner di-
rectly to your door.

The Interim Joint Committee on 
Transportation discussed potential leg-
islation to regulate those robots, also 
known as personal delivery devices, in 
the commonwealth on Aug. 4.

Rep. Chris Lewis, R-Louisville, filed 
House Bill 741 this year, but the bill did 
not become law.

The legislation would have defined 
a personal delivery device as a device 
intended primarily to transport cargo 
on sidewalks, crosswalks, bicycle lanes 
or paths; shoulders, sides of streets or 
roadways or highways; parking lots or 
similar areas.

Most personal delivery devices oper-
ate autonomously.

HB 741 would have also restricted the speed of the devices and required 
$100,000 in liability insurance for the companies deploying the devices.

DoorDash has been advocating for legislation like HB 741 across the coun-
try in recent years, according to Jake Holmgreen, senior associate of southeast 
government relations for the delivery company.

"This year alone, especially in the south, we've had a lot of success passing 
legislation," he said. "We just last month passed legislation allowing this in 
North Carolina."

DoorDash has developed its own personal delivery device called Dot. The 
red robot weighs 350 pounds, can carry up to 30 pounds of cargo and can 
travel up to 20 mph. Holmgreen said the devices are autonomous and are for 
deliveries within 3 to 5 miles.

Currently, Dot is only operating in California and Arizona.

Holmgreen said safety is a priority for DoorDash. While every Dot is auton-
omous, the company has humans on standby that can take over operating the 
robot remotely and can communicate with humans on-site through its built-in 
two-way radio.

The robots are also equipped with lights and cameras, and the company car-
ries $100,000 in liability insurance.

"It will also make sounds," Holmgreen said. "And it's designed to behave as 
a cautious bicyclist, so deferring to pedestrians, vehicles, other cyclists, that 

sort of thing."

The purpose of Dot and other per-
sonal delivery devices is to meet the 
increasing demand for delivery across 
Kentucky and the country, Holmgreen 
said.

"The robot would take priority of kind 
of smaller orders to allow those dashers, 
those human drivers, to complete larg-
er, more financially rewarding, lucrative 
deliveries," he said. "We're not looking 
to replace drivers, right? We're looking 
to supplement their work and keep up 
with the increase of demand and also 
give them better earning opportunities."

During discussion, Sen. Gex Wil-
liams, R-Verona, asked Holmgreen to 
provide more information on the data 
the company has on the milage and 
safety of these devices.

"You're collecting data. Do you have 
any data on the safety, the amount of mileage, that sort of thing?" Williams 
asked.

Holmgreen said DoorDash has around 200,000 miles on the road with its 
personal delivery devices so far with no reported major safety incidents or 
injuries.

Safety was also on the mind of Rep. Anne Gay Donworth, D-Lexington. She 
said she's almost hit one of these types of devices with her car in Lexington. 
She believes any potential legislation regulating these robots should have a 
higher liability insurance requirement.

"I would encourage an increased amount of liability coverage. If you're 
talking about an accident and it involves multiple cars or pedestrians, addi-
tional health emergencies come out of it," she said.

On the topic of the human impact of the devices, Donworth also advocated 
for better pay for human delivery drivers.

Sen. Gary Clemons, D-Louisville, wanted to know more about the humans 
monitoring the devices remotely for issues.

Holmgreen said he did not have an exact number to share, but he knows 
there are humans monitoring the devices 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
and each person has a group of robots assigned to them.

Clemons said the potential job loss for humans is a concern for him.

Sen. Gary Clemons, D-Louisville, expresses concern about job losses 
in relation to personal delivery robots during the Aug. 4 meeting of the 

Interim Joint Committee on Transportation.

Continued on page 8
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Senate

 2026 Kentucky 
General Assembly

Julie Raque Adams (36) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 283
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Cassie Chambers Armstrong (19) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Karen Berg (26) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100 

Gary Boswell (8) 
3130 Reid Road 

Owensboro, KY 42303
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Jared Carpenter (34) 
PO Box 100

Berea, KY 40403
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Danny Carroll (2) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 228
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Gary Clemons (37) 
702 Capital Ave

 Annex Room 242
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-2450 

Matthew Deneen (10)
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 209A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Donald Douglas (22)
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 204
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Greg Elkins (28) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 298
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Shelley Funke Frommeyer (24)
PO Box 511

Alexandria, KY 41001
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Rick Girdler (15) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 252
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

David P. Givens (9) 
PO Box 12

Greensburg, KY 42743
(LRC) 502-564-3120

Keturah Herron (35) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Jimmy Higdon (14) 
344 N Spalding

Lebanon, KY 40033
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Home: 270-692-6945
Jason Howell (1) 

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 290

Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Scott Madon (29)
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 215
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Amanda Mays Bledsoe (12) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 203
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100 

Christian McDaniel (23)
PO Box 15231

Latonia, KY 41015
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Stephen Meredith (5) 
1424 Byrtle Grove Rd
Leitchfield, KY 42754
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Robby Mills (4)
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 242
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-3120

Gerald A. Neal (33) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 254
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-2470

Michael J. Nemes (38) 
209 Sandy Dr

Shepherdsville, KY 40165
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Matt Nunn (17) 
702 Capital Ave 

Annex Room 298
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100 

Steve Rawlings (11) 
3350 Easton Lane

Burlington, KY 41005
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Work) 859-757-7037
Aaron Reed (7) 

1016 Mt Vernon Dr Ste 3
Shelbyville, KY 40065
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Work) 502-233-3689
Craig Richardson (3) 

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 228

Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Brandon Smith (30) 
PO Box 846

Hazard, KY 41702 
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Home) 606-436-4526
(Home FAX) 606-436-4526 

Robert Stivers (25) 
207 Main St

Manchester, KY 40962
(LRC) 502-564-3120

(Capitol) 502-564-3120
(Work) 606-598-2322

(Work FAX) 606-598-2357
Brandon J. Storm (21) 

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 204

Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Reginald L. Thomas (13) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 254
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-2470

(Capitol) 502-564-2470
Lindsey Tichenor (6) 

702 Capital Ave 
Annex Room 298

Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Robin L. Webb (18) 
102 S Hord St

Grayson, KY 41143
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Home) 606-474-5380
Stephen West (27) 

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 228

Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Phillip Wheeler (31) 
702 Capital Ave.

Annex Room 215
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Gex Williams (20) 
702 Capital Ave.

Annex Room 284
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Mike Wilson (32) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 242
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-2450

Max Wise (16) 
702 Capital Ave

 Annex Room 242
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-2450

* Members of the Kentucky General Assembly may also 
be contacted by calling 502-564-8100.
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House
 2026 Kentucky General Assembly

Chad Aull (79)  
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 457E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100 

Shane Baker (85)  
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 357E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Kim Banta (63)  
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 329F
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Jared Bauman (28)  
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 383
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Home) 502-544-1846
Ryan Bivens (24)

4109 Sonora Rd
Hodgenville, KY 42748

(LRC) 502-564-8100 
John Blanton (92) 

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 307A

Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Tina Bojanowski (32) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 451A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Adam Bowling (87) 
PO Box 2928

Middlesboro, KY 40965
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Josh Branscum (83) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 357B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Steve Bratcher (25) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 424G
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Josh Bray (71) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 392
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Randy Bridges (3) 
702 Capital Ave 

Annex Room 395
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

George Brown Jr. (77) 
424 E Fourth St

Lexington, KY 40508
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Home) 859-312-7513
Lindsey Burke (75) 

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 472

Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Emily Callaway (37) 
4621 Outerloop #234
Louisville, KY 40219

(Work) 502-797-0606
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Josh Calloway (10) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 413
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Adrielle Camuel (93) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 429F
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Beverly Chester-Burton (44) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 467
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Mike Clines (68) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 357C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Jennifer Decker (58) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 357D
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Stephanie Dietz (65) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 316D
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Steven Doan (69) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 432A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Ann Gay Donworth (76) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 457C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Myron Dossett (9) 
491 E Nashville St

Pembroke, KY 42266
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Home) 270-475-9503
Ryan Dotson (73) 

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 316

Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Robert Duvall (17) 
PO Box 1297

Bowling Green, KY 42102
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Daniel Elliott (54) 
PO Box 2082

Danville, KY 40423
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Daniel Fister (56) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 432C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Patrick Flannery (96) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 373B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Ken Fleming (48) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 358B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Chris Freeland (6)
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 373C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Chris Fugate (84) 
PO Box 202

Chavies, KY 41727
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Home) 606-233-5660
Al Gentry (46) 

8406 Cloverport Dr
Louisville, KY 40228
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Jim Gooch Jr. (12) 
806 Princeton St

Providence, KY 42450
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Deanna Gordon (81) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 367
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Peyton Griffee (26) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 424G
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Daniel Grossberg (30)
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 413C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Vanessa Grossl (88)
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 413
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

David Hale (74) 
11 Hales Ln

Wellington, KY 40387
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Tony Hampton (62)
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 424
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Erika Hancock (57)
PO Box 4311

Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Mark Hart (78) 
202 W 4th St

Falmouth, KY 41040
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Home) 859-654-4278
Samara Heavrin (18) 

474 Mulberry St., Apt. B
Leitchfield, KY 42754
(LRC) 502-564-8100

John Hodgson (36)
PO Box 74

Fischerville, KY 40023
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Kim Holloway (2) 
274 State Route 339 E

Mayfield, KY 42066
(LRC) 502-564-8100 

Thomas Huff (49)  
PO Box 1331

Shepherdsville, KY 40165
(LRC) 502-564-8100
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 2026 Kentucky General Assembly
Mary Beth Imes (5) 

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 376

Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Kevin Jackson (20) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 351B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

DJ Johnson (13) 
PO Box 1122

Owensboro, KY 42302
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Kim King (55) 
250 Bright Leaf Dr

Harrodsburg, KY 40330
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Matthew Koch (72) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 384
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Nima Kulkarni (40)  
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 429E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

William Lawrence (70) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 424E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Matthew Lehman (67) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 429H
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Chris Lewis (29) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 329
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100 

Derek Lewis (90) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 416
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Scott Lewis (14)  
PO Box 454

Hartford, KY 42347
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Matt Lockett (39) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 329D
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Savannah Maddox (61) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 316E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Mary Lou Marzian (41) 
2007 Tyler Lane

Louisville, KY 40205
(Home) 502-541-1376

(LRC) 502-564-8100 
Candy Massaroni (50) 

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 413H

Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Bobby McCool (97) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 367C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Shawn McPherson (22) 
801 East Main St

Scottsville, KY 42164
(LRC) 502-564-8100

David Meade (80) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 332C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-4334

Michael Meredith (19) 
PO Box 292

Brownsville, KY 42210
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Suzanne Miles (7) 
PO Box 21592

Owensboro, KY 42304
(LRC) 502-564-2217

Adam Moore (45) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 429C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100 

Kimberly Poore Moser (64) 
PO Box 143

Independence, KY 41051
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Amy Neighbors (21) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 395
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Jason Nemes (33) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 372
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

David W. Osborne (59) 
PO Box 8

Prospect, KY 40059
(LRC) 502-564-4334

(Work) 502-645-2186
J.T. Payne (11) 

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424

Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Jason Petrie (16) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 392
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Michael Sarge Pollock (51) 
PO Box 164

Campbellsville, KY 42719
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Marianne Proctor (60) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 329
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Felicia Rabourn (47)  
PO Box 47

Campbellsburg, KY 40011
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Rebecca Raymer (15) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 329H
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100 

Steve Riley (23) 
189 Blue Sky Dr

Glasgow, KY 42141
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Rachel Roarx (38) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 451A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Work) 502-724-7529

T.J. Roberts (66) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 424
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Steven Rudy (1) 
350 Peppers Mill Dr
Paducah, KY 42001

(LRC) 502-564-8100
Scott Sharp (100) 

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 432B

Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Tom Smith (86) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 413G
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Sarah Stalker (34) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 451C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Pamela Stevenson (43) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 472
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Ashley Tackett Laferty (95) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 460
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Nancy Tate (27) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 351A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Walker Thomas (8) 
4335 Cadiz Rd

Hopkinsville, KY 42240
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Home) 270-889-8091
(Home FAX) 270-885-5335

Aaron Thompson (98) 
PO Box 462

Greenup, KY 41144
(LRC) 502-564-8100

James Tipton (53) 
8151 Little Mount Rd

Taylorsville, KY 40071
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Timmy Truett (89) 
4172 HWY 2003

McKee, KY 40447
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Ken Upchurch (52)
PO Box 969

Monticello, KY 42633
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Home) 606-340-8490
Joshua Watkins (42) 

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 429G

Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Bill Wesley (91) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 402
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Mitch Whitaker (94) 
702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 329
(LRC) 502-564-8100 
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Richard White (99) 

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329

(LRC) 502-564-8100
Wade Williams (4)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 416

Frankfort, KY 40601

(LRC) 502-564-8100
Lisa Willner (35)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 457

Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Nick Wilson (82)
PO Box 573

Williamsburg, KY 40769
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Susan Witten (31)
PO Box 43861

Louisville, KY 40253
(LRC) 502-564-8100

* Members of the Kentucky General Assembly may also 
be contacted by calling 502-564-8100.

Rural health experts, 
from page 2
funding to improve rural health.

“You need to be more aggressive. You need to be 
more assertive and be more specific about what can 
we do to address these issues that have been here 
for ages, it seems like,” Meredith said.

William Mace Baker, interim director of the 
CERH and director of Kentucky Homeplace, said 
he’s confident if his organization had not produced 
community health workers, physical therapists and 
medical providers, the current health situation 
would be worse.

Baker said he would welcome expanding 
programs such as Kentucky Homeplace – a 
program that pairs rural residents with health and 
social services via community health workers – 
statewide.

“We’d love to,” he said.

Committee Co-Chair Rep. James Tipton, R-Taylorsville, said lawmakers 
can pass bills but progress also depends on implementation. He said he has 
attended conferences this summer, hearing discussion about the "Missis-
sippi miracle."

"There is a new term out there. It's called the 'southern surge' because 
states in the South have followed Mississippi, and we're seeing the benefit 
of that," he said.

National education assessment numbers, 
from page 3

Robots, 
from page 3

"I'm concerned any time we do something auton-
omous that we're losing jobs, and that's one thing 
I'm definitely not interested in," he said.

The Kentucky General Assembly cannot take ac-
tion on legislation until the 2027 legislative session 
begins on Jan. 5.
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Committee Meetings
Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Ag/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/A&R/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Banking and Insurance:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/B&I/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Economic Development and Workforce Investment:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/EDWI/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Education:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Education/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Families and Children:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/IJCF&C/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Health Services:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/IJCHS/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Judiciary/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Licensing, Occupations, and Administrative 
Regulations:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/LO&AR/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Local Government:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Loc_Gov/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Natural Resources and Energy:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/NR_&_E/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on State Government:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/St_Gov/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Tourism, Small Business, and Information Technology:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/TSBIT/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Transportation:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Trans/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Protection:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Vets/minutes_all.html

Minutes for committees that met recently may be found at the following sites:
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