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Screen time in the classroom topic
of legislative committee

By Jordan Hensley - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — Legislation on screen time in
the classroom could be in the works for the 2027
legislative session.

Lawmakers heard from critics of one-to-one
digital technology usage in the classroom during
the Interim Joint Committee on Education meeting
on July 6.

Teacher turned neuroscientist Dr. Jared Horvath
told the committee that research from more than
90 countries shows digital technology use in the
classroom results in lower test scores.

In Kentucky, this is also true, he said. Kentucky
began the transition to one-to-one in 2016. The
year before Kentucky went digital, math and
reading scores were the highest they had ever been
for fourth graders, Horvath said.

“Since 2016, you adopted tech. Math has gone
down four points to the lowest levels we've seen
since 2006, and reading dropped 10 points, lower
than it has ever been in Kentucky history,” he said.

Sen. Steve Rawlings, R-Burlington, asks about one-to-one digital technology use in K-12 schools in

While the COVID-19 pandemic forced student . . . . . ;
e B o S the U.S. during the Interim Joint Committee on Education meeting on July 6.

to be fully digital for some of the last decade,
Horvath said the pandemic is not the main source

of the problem.

Horvath said learning using digital methods is Sen. Steve Rawlings, R-Burlington, asked

“I took COVID out of the data. It doesn’t matter;”
he said. “What were seeing is not unique to your
state ... I could do this for all 50 states”

always “shallower, weaker and less durable” than
learning done with analog methods, and that
“digital literacy is not determined by the amount
of tech you use, it's determined by the amount of
knowledge you have”

Horvath where the push for more technology in
the classroom came from.

Continued on page 2
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Screen time,
from page 1

“Was it big tech?” he asked. “A mom sent me a
2017 article that said that the National Education
Association’s top priorities were a digital curriculum
over an in-person ... Was it evidence-based?”

Horvath said the decision to introduce the
individual use of tablets and laptops into classrooms
was “never” evidence-based. He said mass
introduction occurred when a leading computer
company invented a laptop that didn't sell well.
The company decided to recoup costs by selling it
cheaply to schools, he said.

Rep. Shane Baker, R-Somerset, asked Horvath
about what age screen time use is appropriate and

how much screen time is acceptable.

Horvath said removing all tech from schools is
not a realistic goal, however, primary schools “could
get away with never touching tech” Technology use
in the classroom for older students should be “very,
very regulated,” he added.

Advocate Emily Cherkin also spoke to the
committee about the dangers of technology use in
the classroom.

“In my professional opinion, one of the most
harmful things we have done to our children
in American schools is to give them internet-

connected devices built by for-profit technology
companies and call it educational, and then to act
surprised when test scores plummet, mental health
declines and skill-building and cognition erode,” she
said.

Cherkin urged lawmakers to consider scaling
back digital technology use and access in schools,
and require schools obtain full and informed
consent from parents before children engage with
technology use in the classroom. She also suggested
allowing parents to opt-out of any ed-tech offerings
and to provide those students with an equal

Continued on page 8

Lawmakers receive update on
implementation of recent legislation

By Nancy Royden - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — Lawmakers heard July 1
from Kentucky’s commissioner of education
about efforts to implement recent legislation on
accountability standards in the commonwealth.

House Bill 257 calls for the state’s education ac-
countability standards to focus on student growth.
It would also reduce state testing, prioritize atten-
dance and allow districts to adopt locally defined
quality indicators. Lawmakers passed the legisla-
tion during the 2026 Regular Session.

Legislation implementation was discussed
during Wednesday’s meeting of the Education
Assessment and Accountability Review Sub-
committee. Education Commissioner Robbie
Fletcher said it’s extremely important for local
districts to align indicators with Kentucky aca-
demic standards.

“We want students to have the opportunity to
apply real-world skills, real world content,” he
said. “...We have so many students that are get-
ting opportunities for internships, for appren-

ticeships. How can we make that a bigger part of the accountability model if
that’s something that your local community is asking for?”

Skills such as communication, collaboration and problem-solving will be

considered, Fletcher said.

Sen. Matthew Deneen, R-Elizabethtown, speaks
during the July 1 Education Assessment and

Accountability Review Subcommittee meeting about

implementation of House Bill 257.

ant. But our students are much more than a test
score, and they need to have the opportunity to
demonstrate learning in other ways,” he said.

Among the changes to the state assessment
system, officials are removing portions related
to on-demand writing and editing, and districts
must adopt a writing policy.

With the accountability system, officials are
removing school climate and safety indicators
and adding indicators related to individual
student growth in reading, mathematics and
chronic absenteeism.

Co-Chair Sen. Matthew Deneen, R-Elizabeth-
town, asked Fletcher about local accountability,
including such topics as civics, history and fi-
nancial literacy. He also asked how this would be
handled on a district-by-district basis.

“On a local accountability measure, that’s up
to the school district,” Fletcher said. “Now, every
single school district has to have standards. It

has to show how it addresses Kentucky standards. And you know already we
have graduation requirements in financial literacy and in other parts thereto.

So, districts can, and every district I've seen a local accountability, will have

“Again, I believe that reading, mathematics, our test scores are import-

assessments in math reading, science and social studies.”

Continued on page 8

2026 INTERIM LEGISLATIVE RECORD



Legislators receive medical cannabis
update, express concerns

By Nancy Royden - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — Legislators on the
Interim Joint Committee on Agricul-
ture expressed concerns about afford-
ability and opportunities for Kentucky
farmers during a presentation on July
2 on medical cannabis in the common-
wealth.

Committee Co-Chair Rep. Myron
Dossett, R-Pembroke, said he’s uncer-
tain if Kentucky farmers are benefitting
from the program as they should. He
said farming and farmers are vitally im-
portant in Kentucky, and that’s why the
issue was part of Thursday’s meeting.

“I want to make sure that our Ken-
tucky farmers were fairly treated
through the process of putting the reg-
ulations and the licensures together be-
cause I cannot think of anyone I have
more faith and trust in than our Ken-
tucky farmers of doing something like
this,” he said.

Medical cannabis patient Ricky Wayne Hunt of
Hopkinsville testified that he was diagnosed with
cancer of the spinal cord when he was 10 years
old. He said he continues to have tremendous
pain, and he reached out to Dossett about the
price of medical cannabis in Kentucky.

“What I kind of had was sticker shock when I
first went to the dispensaries here,” Hunt said, ex-
plaining the price was cheaper in a different state.

Hunt said he wonders where the disparity
comes from and if it will change over time.

Staff members from the state’s Office of Medical
Cannabis and the Kentucky Cannabis Industry
Alliance also testified during the meeting.

Sam Flynn, special adviser to the governor and
chief deputy general counsel of the Office of Med-
ical Cannabis, answered Dossett’s questions con-
cerning prices of medical cannabis. Dossett said
Hunt is paying for medical cannabis out-of-pocket.

“Five of our seven surrounding states had a
medical cannabis program before we did,” Flynn
said. “Several of them had an adult use program
before we did. And so, the price, their markets are

Rep. Ryan Bivens, R-Hodgenville, speaks July 2 during the Interim Joint
Committee on Agriculture meeting.

more mature. They produce more cannabis and
therefore the price is going to be significantly low-
er in those states versus a state where you're just
getting up and operational”

Flynn said Kentucky is in a great place now for
medical cannabis and is continuing to open cul-
tivation facilities and processing facilities, which
will move things along at a much faster pace.

“I think what you’ll see is that price is going
to come down and ultimately level off at a stable
price that people can certainly afford. We've seen
that there’s significant demand in the common-
wealth,” he said.

According to the Office of Medical Cannabis,
there were 584 applications for 16 available cul-
tivator licenses. To obtain a medical cannabis li-
cense, interested parties must complete an appli-
cation that is reviewed and goes through a lottery
process. Then, selected applicants undergo an in-
spection prior to approval.

Flynn and Rachel Roberts, executive direc-
tor of the Kentucky Cannabis Industry Alliance,
explained how medical cannabis production in
Kentucky is subject to specialized statutory and
regulatory requirements. They include enclosed

and locked facilities, testing standards,
inventory tracking and security re-
quirements.

“Because of how much volume is in
the Michigan market, it’s not tested the
way our Kentucky patients’ products
are tested,” Roberts said. “It’s not grown
by our growers here...everything here
is grown in Kentucky. It’s tested in Ken-
tucky. It meets the standards that you as
the lawmakers put in place. And that’s
the kind of medicine I want our Ken-
tucky patients using.”

Flynn agreed with Roberts.

“Just a little bit about cannabis culti-
vation in Kentucky - all cannabis culti-
vation in Kentucky has to be done in-
doors. So, this is again about the intent
that this is a safe, secure, medical grade
product,” he said.

Sen. Matthew Deneen, R-Elizabeth-
town, said he has spoken with constituents who
have expressed concerns about privacy issues
when they seek medical cannabis cards.

Flynn said his office provides patient informa-
tion only to law enforcement agencies to deter-
mine if there are qualifying felony offenses.

Rep. Ryan Bivens, R-Hodgenville, said he is a
believer in return on investment.

“We have got patients that are dealing with
higher prices,” he said. “...Maybe we just need to
can this and open it back up so they can go to oth-
er states and buy this because I think we’re wast-
ing a whole lot of money.”

Dossett said he wants Kentuckians to be able to
access medical cannabis more affordably.

“I feel that the governor’s decision to roll back
this so far as allowing these patients who desper-
ately need this help to be able to go out of state,
you’re leaning to guide them toward the streets
and purchasing something illegal because of the
costs. So, we do want to be very cautious about
that,” he said.
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Judiciary committee hears testimony
from lawmakers on geoengineering

By Jenni Glendenning - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — Three legislators presented testimony to
the Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary on July 2, asking law-
makers to consider creating penalties for geoengineering activ-
ities in Kentucky.

Rep. John Hodgson, R-Fisherville; Sen. Steve Rawlings,
R-Burlington; and Rep. Jim Gooch Jr., R-Providence; all spoke
in favor of the proposal, which lawmakers have discussed in
past sessions of the Kentucky General Assembly.

Hodgson and Rawlings introduced a measure in the 2026
legislative session intended to outlaw intentional weather ma-
nipulation and atmospheric pollution. However, the legislation
stalled in committee.

Hodgson defined geoengineering Thursday as “attempts
by government or even non-governmental actors to modi-
ty the global climate or temperature, like playing God with
the weather.”

He explained there are multiple ways this can be accom-
plished, including through stratospheric aerosol injection, ma-
rine cloud brightening and cirrus cloud thinning.

Other states have passed geoengineering bans, including
Tennessee, Florida and Louisiana, and 34 states are working on,
or have filed legislation on, the issue.

Rep. John Hodgson, R-Fisherville, discusses proposed penalties for geoengineering
during the July 2 meeting of the Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary.

Hodgson said proposed penalties include a class D felony
and a $500,000 fine, noting that intentional release of pollut-
ants in the upper atmosphere is illegal.

“A class D felony is necessary because a fine of any size would not be a de-
terrent for the federal government or for wealthy NGOs who are interested in
carrying out these activities,” he said.

Hodgson argued that personal criminal liability for participants would
make convictions more likely.

Sen. Danny Carroll, R-Paducah, asked if there have been simulations to de-
termine any impact geoengineering may have on the atmosphere.

Hodgson said not to his knowledge. “I’s difficult to simulate an atmospheric
stack that’s 50,000 feet tall”

Rep. Kimberly Poore Moser, R-Taylor Mill, asked for further clarification,
noting that she is trying to understand why a corporation would intentionally

engage in geoengineering.

Hodgson referenced cloud seeding in his testimony and said eight or nine
western states license and permit the activity.

Cloud seeding is where silver iodide is injected into cloud seed to form ice

crystals and make rain or snow over farmlands or ski areas, which some claim
can increase the output of a rain cloud by about 15 percent, he said.

Hodgson said it’s an uncertain science and that accusations that some may
be trying to manipulate storms alarms the public. He said he doesn’t know if
it’s happening in Kentucky, but if so, "we want them to quit."

Committee Co-Chair Rep. Daniel Elliott, R-Danville, asked if this bill was
modeled from any other state, and Rawlings said lawmakers looked at ef-
forts in Rhode Island and New Hampshire. He said the issue crosses partisan
boundaries.

Hodgson clarified that geoengineering does not include contrails or vapor
trails from ordinary jet aircraft, crop dusting, ground source pollution or air-
port fog control. These items “would not be included in this bill,” he said.

Hodgson said the main purpose of the bill is to express state sovereignty and
to convince the U.S. Congress to act on the issue.

Lawmakers cannot take up legislation until the Kentucky General Assembly
convenes in a regular or special session. The next regular session is scheduled
to begin in January.
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Senate

Julie Raque Adams (36)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 283
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Cassie Chambers Armstrong (19)

Karen Berg (26)

Gary Boswell (8)

Jared Carpenter (34)

Danny Carroll (2)

Gary Clemons (37)

Matthew Deneen (10)

Donald Douglas (22)

Greg Elkins (28)

Shelley Funke Frommeyer (24)

Rick Girdler (15)

David P. Givens (9)

Keturah Herron (35)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

3130 Reid Road
Owensboro, KY 42303
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 100
Berea, KY 40403
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 228
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 242
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-2450

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 209A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 204
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 298
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 511
Alexandria, KY 41001
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 252
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 12

Greensburg, KY 42743

(LRC) 502-564-3120

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Jimmy Higdon (14)

Jason Howell (1)

Scott Madon (29)

2026 Kentucky

General Assembly

344 N Spalding
Lebanon, KY 40033
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Home: 270-692-6945

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 290
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 215
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Amanda Mays Bledsoe (12)

Christian McDaniel (23)

Stephen Meredith (5)

Robby Mills (4)

Gerald A. Neal (33)

Michael J. Nemes (38)

Matt Nunn (17)

Steve Rawlings (11)

Aaron Reed (7)

Craig Richardson (3)

Brandon Smith (30)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 203
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 15231
Latonia, KY 41015
(LRC) 502-564-8100

1424 Byrtle Grove Rd
Leitchfield, KY 42754
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 242
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-3120

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 254
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-2470

209 Sandy Dr
Shepherdsville, KY 40165
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 298
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

3350 Easton Lane
Burlington, KY 41005
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Work) 859-757-7037

1016 Mt Vernon Dr Ste 3
Shelbyville, KY 40065
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Work) 502-233-3689

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 228
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 846

Hazard, KY 41702

(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 606-436-4526
(Home FAX) 606-436-4526

Robert Stivers (25)

Brandon J. Storm (21)

Reginald L. Thomas (13)

Lindsey Tichenor (6)

Robin L. Webb (18)

Stephen West (27)

Phillip Wheeler (31)

Gex Williams (20)

Mike Wilson (32)

Max Wise (16)

207 Main St

Manchester, KY 40962
(LRC) 502-564-3120
(Capitol) 502-564-3120
(Work) 606-598-2322
(Work FAX) 606-598-2357

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 204
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave

Annex Room 254
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-2470
(Capitol) 502-564-2470

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 298
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

102 S Hord St
Grayson, KY 41143
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 606-474-5380

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 228
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave.
Annex Room 215
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave.
Annex Room 284
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 242
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-2450

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 242
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-2450

* Members of the Kentucky General Assembly may also
be contacted by calling 502-564-8100.
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Chad Aull (79)
Shane Baker (85)
Kim Banta (63)
Jared Bauman (28)
Ryan Bivens (24)
John Blanton (92)
Tina Bojanowski (32)

Adam Bowling (87)

Josh Branscum (83)
Steve Bratcher (25)
Josh Bray (71)

Randy Bridges (3)
George Brown Jr. (77)
Lindsey Burke (75)

Emily Callaway (37)

2026 Kentucky General Assembly

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 457E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 357E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329F
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 383
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 502-544-1846

4109 Sonora Rd
Hodgenville, KY 42748
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 307A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 451A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 2928
Middlesboro, KY 40965
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 357B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424G
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 392
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 395
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

424 E Fourth St
Lexington, KY 40508
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Home) 859-312-7513

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 472
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

4621 Outerloop #234
Louisville, KY 40219
(Work) 502-797-0606
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Josh Calloway (10)

Adrielle Camuel (93)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 413
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 429F
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Beverly Chester-Burton (44)

Mike Clines (68)

Jennifer Decker (58)

Stephanie Dietz (65)

Steven Doan (69)

Ann Gay Donworth (76)

Myron Dossett (9)

Ryan Dotson (73)

Robert Duvall (17)

Daniel Elliott (54)

Daniel Fister (56)

Patrick Flannery (96)

Ken Fleming (48)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 467
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 357C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 357D
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 316D
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 432A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 457C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

491 E Nashville St
Pembroke, KY 42266
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 270-475-9503

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 316
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 1297
Bowling Green, KY 42102
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 2082
Danville, KY 40423
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 432C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 373B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 358B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Chris Freeland (6)

Chris Fugate (84)

Al Gentry (46)

Jim Gooch Jr. (12)

Deanna Gordon (81)

Peyton Griffee (26)

Daniel Grossberg (30)

Vanessa Grossl (88)

David Hale (74)

Tony Hampton (62)

Erika Hancock (57)

Mark Hart (78)

Samara Heavrin (18)

John Hodgson (36)

Kim Holloway (2)

Thomas Huff (49)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 373C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 202

Chavies, KY 41727
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 606-233-5660

8406 Cloverport Dr
Louisville, KY 40228
(LRC) 502-564-8100

806 Princeton St
Providence, KY 42450
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 367
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424G
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 413C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 413
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

11 Hales Ln
Wellington, KY 40387
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 4311
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

202 W 4th St
Falmouth, KY 41040
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Home) 859-654-4278

474 Mulberry St., Apt. B
Leitchfield, KY 42754
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 74
Fischerville, KY 40023
(LRC) 502-564-8100

274 State Route 339 E
Mayfield, KY 42066
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 1331
Shepherdsville, KY 40165
(LRC) 502-564-8100
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Mary Beth Imes (5)

Kevin Jackson (20)

DJ Johnson (13)

Kim King (55)

Matthew Koch (72)

Nima Kulkarni (40)

William Lawrence (70)

Matthew Lehman (67)

Chris Lewis (29)

Derek Lewis (90)

Scott Lewis (14)

Matt Lockett (39)

Savannah Maddox (61)

Mary Lou Marzian (41)

Candy Massaroni (50)

Bobby McCool (97)

2026 Kentucky General Assembly

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 376
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 351B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 1122
Owensboro, KY 42302
(LRC) 502-564-8100

250 Bright Leaf Dr
Harrodsburg, KY 40330
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 384
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 429E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 429H
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 416
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 454
Hartford, KY 42347
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329D
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 316E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

2007 Tyler Lane
Louisville, KY 40205
(Home) 502-541-1376
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 413H
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 367C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Shawn McPherson (22)
801 East Main St
Scottsville, KY 42164
(LRC) 502-564-8100
David Meade (80)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 332C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-4334
Michael Meredith (19)
PO Box 292
Brownsville, KY 42210
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Suzanne Miles (7)
PO Box 21592
Owensboro, KY 42304
(LRC) 502-564-2217
Adam Moore (45)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 429C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Kimberly Poore Moser (64)
PO Box 143
Independence, KY 41051
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Amy Neighbors (21)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 395
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Jason Nemes (33)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 372
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
David W. Osborne (59)
PO Box 8
Prospect, KY 40059
(LRC) 502-564-4334
(Work) 502-645-2186
J.T. Payne (11)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Jason Petrie (16)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 392
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Michael Sarge Pollock (51)
PO Box 164
Campbellsville, KY 42719
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Marianne Proctor (60)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Felicia Rabourn (47)
PO Box 47
Campbellsburg, KY 40011
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Rebecca Raymer (15)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329H
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Steve Riley (23)
189 Blue Sky Dr
Glasgow, KY 42141
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Rachel Roarx (38)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 451A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Work) 502-724-7529

T.J. Roberts (66)

Steven Rudy (1)

Scott Sharp (100)

Tom Smith (86)

Sarah Stalker (34)

Pamela Stevenson (43)

Ashley Tackett Laferty (95)

Nancy Tate (27)

Walker Thomas (8)

Aaron Thompson (98)

James Tipton (53)

Timmy Truett (89)

Ken Upchurch (52)

Joshua Watkins (42)

Bill Wesley (91)

Mitch Whitaker (94)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

350 Peppers Mill Dr
Paducah, KY 42001
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 432B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 413G
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 451C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 472
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 460
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 351A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

4335 Cadiz Rd
Hopkinsville, KY 42240
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 270-889-8091
(Home FAX) 270-885-5335

PO Box 462
Greenup, KY 41144
(LRC) 502-564-8100

8151 Little Mount Rd
Taylorsville, KY 40071
(LRC) 502-564-8100

4172 HWY 2003
McKee, KY 40447
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 969
Monticello, KY 42633
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 606-340-8490

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 429G
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 402
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329
(LRC) 502-564-8100
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Richard White (99)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Wade Williams (4)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 416
Frankfort, KY 40601

Screen time,
from page 2
educational experience.

Artificial intelligence use in the classroom
is another concern, Cherkin said, especially
generative Al She told lawmakers generative Al
is “dangerous” for children and asked lawmakers
to consider a recent call for a five-year pause on
generative Al use in pre-K through 12th grade.

Here in Kentucky, Fleming County Schools is
already looking at ways to reduce digital technology
usage in the classroom. Superintendent Dr. Brian
Creasman told the committee the students have
started to ask for less technology-driven learning.

Implementation
from page 2

Fletcher said districts may also use resources of
their choosing to go above and beyond.

Co-Chair Rep. Timmy Truett, R-McKee, asked
if some of these initiatives have already been
used in some districts.

“I like the fact that this local accountability
gives the districts flexibility, but correct me if ’'m
wrong,” he said. “Is this something that has been
going on for a long time in some of these dis-
tricts?”

Fletcher said nearly 160 districts out of 171
have completed the Portrait of a Learner com-
munity-informed competency markers. They can
include things such as collaboration, communi-
cation and problem-solving.

Considering varying aspects of student develop-

(LRC) 502-564-8100
Lisa Willner (35)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 457
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Nick Wilson (82)
PO Box 573
Williamsburg, KY 40769
(LRC) 502-564-8100

He said the district’s school board is in the
process of approving a new screen time policy that
would limit screen time use to 45 minutes per day
for grades K-5, 60 minutes per day for grades 6-8
and 90 minutes per day for grades 9-12.

“We really want learning to take place in our
classrooms that's more meaningful to students and
more relevant, but that also prepares students for
the real world,” he said.

Committee co-chair Sen. Stephen West, R-Paris,
said Monday’s discussion only “scratches the
surface” of the topic of screen time in schools. He

Susan Witten (31) PO Box 43861
0X

Louisville, KY 40253
(LRC) 502-564-8100

* Members of the Kentucky General Assembly may also
be contacted by calling 502-564-8100.

believes it is a topic lawmakers will continue to
study throughout the interim.

“I can already tell from our presentations that
there may be some legislation forthcoming,” he said.

The Kentucky General Assembly cannot take
action on legislation until the 2027 legislative
session begins on Jan. 5.

The next Interim Joint Committee on Education
meeting is scheduled for 11 a.m. on Aug. 4. For
more information, visit legislature ky.gov.

of recent legislation,

ment is part of the improvements, Fletcher said.

“As far as accountability, 92% of the people
we've surveyed in our very first survey asked that
we move from change - instead of comparing
cohorts of students, to look at individual student
growth,” he said.

Fletcher said many stakeholders have offered
valuable information and feedback during the
changes, including legislators.

“We've had several representatives who have
been a part of our Kentucky United We Learn
meetings, and I'm so thankful for that. But they
help shape these ideas as we move forward. We
also did nine town halls to get information to ar-
rive where we are today,” he said.

Truett asked for clarification on implementation.

“So, this new accountability system is for this
upcoming school year?” he said.

Fletcher said that is the case.

“The testing system that we just completed will
be on the old system. ... For example, the school
safety and climate will still be a part of what’s re-
ported in the fall. As we move forward, the next
one will have chronic absenteeism and then we’ll
also be looking at growth,” he said.

The next steps for Kentucky’s accountability
system are the first reading of regulations in
July and August, the second reading of regula-
tions in September and October and a public
comment period in November and December,
Fletcher said.
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Committee Meetings\

Minutes for Statutory Committees that met recently may be found at the following sites:

Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Ag/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue:
https:/apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/A &R/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Banking and Insurance:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/B&I/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Economic Development and Workforce Investment:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/EDWI/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Education:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Education/minutes _all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Families and Children:
https:/apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/IJCF&C/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Health Services:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/IJCHS/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Judiciary/minutes _all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Licensing, Occupations, and Administrative
Regulations:

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/LO&AR/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Local Government:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Loc_Gov/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Natural Resources and Energy:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/NR_& E/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on State Government:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/St_Gov/minutes_all.html

L L L E T T i

Interim Joint Committee on Tourism, Small Business, and Information Technology:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/TSBIT/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Transportation:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Trans/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Protection:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Vets/minutes_all.html
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The Kentucky Legislative Research Commission is a 16-member committee of the majority and minority
leadership of the Kentucky Senate and House of Representatives. Under Chapter 7 of the Kentucky Revised
Statutes, the LRC constitutes the administrative office for the General Assembly. Its director serves as chief
administrative officer of the Legislature when it isn’t in session.

The Commission and its staff, by law and by practice, perform numerous fact-finding and service functions
for members of the Legislature, employing professional, clerical and other employees required when the Gen-
eral Assembly is in session and during the interim period between sessions. These employees, in turn, assist
committees and individual legislators in preparing legislation. Other services include conducting studies and
investigations, organizing and staffing committee meetings and public hearings, maintaining official legislative
records and other reference materials, providing information about the Legislature to the public, compiling
and publishing administrative regulations, administering a legislative intern program, conducting orientation
programs for new legislators, and publishing a daily index and summary of legislative actions during sessions.

The LRC is also responsible for statute revision, publishing and distributing the Acts and Journals follow-
ing sessions, and for maintaining furnishings, equipment and supplies for the Legislature. It also functions
as Kentucky’s Commission on Interstate Cooperation in carrying out the program of The Council of State
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