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Education committee hears testimony on
social media, cell phone overuse

by Nancy Royden - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — During the Nov. 8 meeting
of the Interim Joint Committee on Education,
legislators heard testimony about the effects of
social media and cell phone use on students.

A researcher and author, a superintendent
from Ohio and two administrators from Bourbon
County all shared findings and stories of students
they said are excessively using technology.

Zach Rausch testified virtually. He is an associate
research scientist at New York University’s Stern
School of Business and chief researcher for a book
on how technology trends are impacting mental
health.

“Childhood...went through a rapid
transformation between 2010 and 2015 where
kids moved from what we called a play-based
childhood embodied physically in the real world
in to a phone-based childhood where we are on
screens 10 hours a day, being online almost of all of
the time,” he said.

Rausch said children sometimes spend an
“enormous” amount of time using cell phones
and social media, and some of them experience a
deterioration in their mental health. He testified
about depression, loneliness, sextortion and a
decrease in test scores. He said there is often
overprotection in the real world, but under
protection online.

Rep. Josh Calloway, R-Irvington, said a bill was
filed during the last legislative session to address

Rep. Emily Callaway, R-Louisville, speaks about student cell phone use during the Interim Joint
Committee on Education meeting Nov. 8.

some of the problems associated with overuse of
technology, and he expects it will continue to be
addressed by legislators. He asked presenters about
superintendents who think the overuse is a lost
battle.

Larry Joe Begley, superintendent of Bourbon

County Schools, said he would encourage his
colleagues to have more conversation and not
assume that there will be pushback. However, he
said it if comes, they should persevere with tackling
problems sometimes associated with technology.

Continued on page 2
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“There’s always pushback in everything that
we do. And I would just encourage them to be
courageous and at least take a try before you say no,”
he said. “And can speak to myself on that. I certainly
come to you and self-profess that until other people
get behind you and give you a little nudge, it does
seem scary.’

David Lawrence, superintendent of Dayton
Public Schools in Ohio, said he was backed up by
seven board members who were all supportive of
the district’s technology policies.

Rep. Jared Bauman, R-Louisville, said he thinks

Fern Creek High School in Louisville was the first
cell phone-free school in Kentucky.

“As we've seen in the presentation here, the results
from Fern Creek are pretty clear in the early returns
here that performance is up, behavior is better, the
kids and teachers appreciate it; they like it,” he said.
“As far as I'm aware, there is absolutely nothing in
KRS today that is preventing school systems across
our state from implementing the policy necessary
to help our children”

Rep. Emily Callaway, R-Louisville, said the
presentation was “very eye-opening and disturbing,

especially how it’s disproportionately affecting the
females”

She said she has spoken with a principal within
her district, and the district used bags for storing
cell phones at a high school.

“There were some definite benefits, but she ended
up pulling them out. Her approach was we want
to teach our high schoolers to be able to regulate
this themselves. They’re about to go out in the real
world, and it’s not going away,” Callaway said.

Continued on page 9

Increased regulations on vaping
are topic of committee

by Jordan Hensley - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — Kentucky lawmakers
are considering more legislation to keep
tobacco products, like vapes, away from
minors in 2025.

Sen. Jimmy Higdon, R-Lebanon, testi-
fied on the topic before the Interim Joint
Committee on Licensing, Occupations
and Administrative Regulations on Nov.
19. He’s drafting a bill to implement more
regulations on tobacco retailers.

“Under this proposed legislation, we
would license everyone in the state of
Kentucky that sold vapes or tobacco
products, and it would give ABC en-
forcement authority over those institu-
tions,” Higdon said.

The Alcoholic Beverage Control’s
(ABC) regulatory authority would be
similar to its authority over alcohol regu-
lations, he added.

Sen. Jimmy Higdon, R-Lebanon, shares his plans to file legislation

established under Higdon’s bill. Unpaid
fines would keep a business from re-
newing its license until the fees are paid,
he said. If a business loses its license, it
will not be able to reapply for two years.

“The first offense for retailers selling
to a minor would be paid by the clerk
who sold the product,” Higdon said.
“Fines that happened after that first of-
fense, that would be a fine on the retail-

»
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The legislation will also recommend
allocating a portion of the fines to pro-
grams that educate youth on the dan-
gers of vaping, Higdon added.

The Kentucky General Assembly
passed House Bill 11 during the 2024
regular session. The bill aligns state law
with FDA regulations regarding the sale
of tobacco products.

to increase regulations on tobacco retailers. The discussion was

“It would give the officers the ability to
enter and inspect the premises without
a warrant,” Higdon said. “It would also
give the ability to confiscate evidence of
criminal activity”

part of the Interim Joint Committee on Licensing, Occupations and

Administrative Regulations meeting on Nov. 19.

Stricter fines and penalties for tobacco retailers who violate the law would be

Specifically, it prohibits the sale of to-
bacco products to individuals under the
age of 21. It also creates penalties for re-
tailers who violate the restrictions. The
bill goes into effect Jan. 1.

Continued on page 3
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Higdon said his proposed legislation would give
the ABC “some more teeth” to take down those
who continue to break the law by selling tobacco
products to minors.

“We have a lot of great retailers in the state that
follow the law every single day of the year, and we
have some bad actors that we need to deal with,”
Higdon said.

Two students representing #iCANendthet-
rend - Philena Ash and Griffin Nemeth - testified
alongside Dr. Brit Anderson, vice president of the
Kentucky Chapter of the American Academy of Pe-
diatrics, in support of legislation to keep tobacco
products away from minors.

“Nicotine has detrimental effects on a develop-
ing brain, including diminished impulse control,

learning difficulties, problems with attention, and
even mood disorders like anxiety and depression,”
Anderson said. “... You have the awesome privilege
and responsibility of making policy, and tobacco
21-enforcement can change the health trajectory of
real children in our state”

Sen. Donald Douglas, R-Nicholasville, who is

Continued on page 9

Task force discusses population,
job solutions for Eastern Kentucky

by Jordan Hensley - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — The Workforce Attraction and
Retention Task Force heard from an organization
on Nov. 14 that is seeking to improve Eastern Ken-
tucky’s population growth and workforce problem.

Shaping Our Appalachian Region, or SOAR, is a
nonprofit focused on increasing the economic mo-
bility and population in Eastern Kentucky, said Ex-
ecutive Director Colby Hall.

Hall said the population in Eastern Kentucky is
aging faster than the national average and people
are moving away. Long term joblessness is also an
issue. The shrinking coal industry, childcare des-
erts, and housing and transportation issues are
among some of the barriers to workforce participa-
tion, he added.

“You're starting to get into multiple generations of
families and individuals that have been outside the
workforce,” Hall said. “They haven’t been attached
to an industry. People have been in survival mode.”

EKY Remote, which received $1.5 million from
the general assembly, is one way SOAR is working
to bring new people to the region, Hall said. The
program launched in 2023 to bring individuals with
remote jobs to live in Eastern Kentucky. To date, 36
adults and 14 children have relocated to the area
through the program.

“So far, just in the people that have moved,
you're already seeing an estimated economic im-
pact of about $1.5 million and $200,000 in direct
tax contributions,” Hall said.

Getting the domestic population back into the

Rep. Michael Sarge Pollock, R-Campbellsville,

asks about infrastructure in Eastern Kentucky

during the Workforce Attraction and Retention
Task Force meeting on Nov. 14.

workforce is also a goal of SOAR. Hall said there are
more than 150,000 people across 36 Eastern Ken-
tucky counties between 16 and 64 years old who are
not working.

One way SOAR is working to bring these individ-
uals back into the workforce is the Recompete Pro-
gram. The program recently received a $40 million
federal grant, and the legislature previously invested
$4 million in matching funds, Hall said.

“This grant is going to provide a multitude of re-
sources and supports where we're going to find them
and bring them back into the jobs that are in sectors
like healthcare, sectors like infrastructure-related
projects, and emerging opportunities in the remote
workspace,” Hall said.

Task force co-chair Rep. Robert Duvall, R-Bowling
Green, asked Hall what impact Pikeville’s healthcare
industry and education opportunities are having on
the region.

Hall said it is “huge”

“There’s no question that healthcare is the No. 1
job-creating sector in the region in terms of good
paying jobs, family-sustaining wage jobs,” he added.

Rep. Michael Sarge Pollock, R-Campbellsville,
said the federal funding Kentucky received in re-
sponse to COVID-19 has been nice for investments
into infrastructure.

Continued on page 10
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Cities, counties share 2025 priorities
with lawmakers

by Jordan Hensley - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — Tax rev-
enue, road maintenance and
county jail funding were
among the main topics the
Kentucky League of Cities
(KLC) and the Kentucky As-
sociation of Counties (KACo)
discussed with lawmakers on
Now. 12.

Both groups presented their
2025 legislative priorities to
the Interim Joint Committee
on Local Government. KLC
Executive Director and CEO
J.D. Chaney described KLC’s
agenda as “lengthy;” with road
maintenance and a variety of
revenue issues at the forefront.

KLC President and Ben-
ton Mayor Rita Dotson said
cities need more funding for
road maintenance projects, as
city roads often cost more to
maintain than county roads due to curb and gutter systems.

Currently, the state allocates more money to county governments for road
maintenance than they do cities, Dotson said. KLC suggested making the local
government funding for road maintenance from the state gas tax equal.

“The state would then split the local government portion equally between
the road aid programs - the municipal road and county road aid - allowing
13% each from the 48.2% of the local government share,” Dotson said.

Another issue KLC advocated for is revenue diversification. A constitutional
amendment and a change in the the restaurant tax statute were suggested.

“KLC supports legislation that would sever the statute that limits the abil-
ity of cities that are a specific size to collect consumption-based restaurant
revenue, rather than imposing a nets profit or gross receipt tax on restaurant
businesses,” Dotson said. “This approach ensures that every city can benefit
from the economic advantages of restaurant revenue to support tourism in
our communities.”

Maintaining the pension system, addressing substance use disorder, and
combating the housing shortage were among the other legislative priorities
for KLC. The organization also opposes legislation that would require cities to
assist with county jail costs and centralized collection of local transient room
tax revenue.

In response, Sen. Christian McDaniel, R-Ryland Heights, urged KLC to pare
down its list of priorities since the upcoming legislative session is only 30 legis-

Sen. Christian McDaniel, R-Ryland Heights, shares his thoughts on medical care costs for
county jails during the Interim Joint Committee on Local Government meeting Nov. 12.

lative days. He also shared his
opinion on centralized collec-
tion.

“If there’s one thing I hear
about from businesses on a
regular basis, they despise the
number of local and munici-
pal returns they have to file,
McDaniel said. “I have over
46 myself and my small com-
pany in Kenton County”

On road funding, Sen. Phil-
lip Wheeler, R-Pikeville, said
the county road maintenance
demands are high.

“We do have certain obli-
gations, at least in rural Ken-
tucky, that I do think call into
question as to whether or not
it would be wise to take away
any money under the current
formula,” he said.

KACo’s presentation was next, and the organization focused on three topics:
jails, revenue streams and county road and bridge funding.

“Today’s presentation could better be described as an update on the is-
sues, rather than a big presentation filled with a lot of requests,” KACo Presi-
dent-elect and Harlan County Judge/Executive Dan Mosley said.

County governments are struggling to fund county jails, but that issue is not
news to the committee. KACo spoke in-depth on that topic to the committee
in July. Mosley focused on the issue of medical care cost for inmates on Nov.
12.

“Significant changes are on the horizon for jail medical care. This year, a new
federal mandate requires county jails to offer medically assisted treatment for
inmates as part of the Americans with Disabilities Act,” Mosley said, using
opioid abuse treatment like suboxone as an example.

One suggestion to address this issue is to consider making changes to Med-
icaid eligibility for inmates.

“Once someone is arrested, their Medicaid coverage is suspended,” Mosley
said. “A process is being developed for inmates to remain eligible for Medicaid
or to be able to re-enroll in Medicaid at the end of their sentence”

On revenue issues, KACo also advocated for more consumption tax options
at the local level.

Continued on page10
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Committee receives update on behavioral
treatment program

by Jordan Hensley - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — The Administrative Of-
fice of the Courts (AOC) gave the Interim
Joint Committee on Judiciary an update on
the Behavioral Health Conditional Dismissal
Program on Nov. 7.

The pilot program provides an alternative
to incarceration to certain low-level offend-
ers. Senate Bill 90 from the 2022 legislative
session created the program.

Angela Darcy, executive officer for the AOC
Department of Pretrial Services, said the pro-
gram gives people facing low-level criminal
charges an opportunity to better their lives
through a behavioral health or substance use
disorder treatment program and other ser-
vices.

Committee co-chair Sen. Whitney Westerfield, R-Fruit Hill,
speaks on the importance of expanding the state’s Behavioral
Health Conditional Dismissal Program during the Interim Joint
Committee on Judiciary meeting Nov. 7.

“It has a wide array of services, such as
adult education,” Darcy said. “They can go to
college. They can go to cosmetology school.
If they choose to, they can just get a GED.
Some people just want to read, so it’s really
an opportunity to try and improve lives and
then get some people that treatment that they so
desperately need”

Letcher County was the first county to partici-
pate in the pilot program, Darcy said. There were
11 counties chosen for the pilot program initially.
Now, AOC is working on expanding the program
to additional counties.

The program has a strict set of criteria, accord-
ing to AOC’s presentation. To be eligible, the de-
fendant must be a Kentucky resident and at least
18 years of age. The defendant cannot be charged
with a violent offense, sexual offense, a DUI, or a
domestic violence offense. Also, they cannot have a
protective order filed against them.

Previous convictions are also considered, and the
defendant must be considered low-risk for failure
to appear or new criminal activity, according to
the presentation. Additionally, defendants are clin-
ically assessed for substance use and mental health
disorders.

“The prosecutors have the opportunity to over-
ride some of those disqualifying offenses and put
them into the program themselves, and we've seen
a substantial amount of prosecutor overrides in
this program,” Darcy said.

Rep. Jennifer Decker, R-Waddy, wanted to know
how this program differs from another diversion
program in Kenton County.

“The other day we heard testimony from Rob
Sanders Commonwealth Attorney’s initiative with
the Life Learning Center, and it sounded similar. Is
it the same?” she asked.

Jason Dufeck, manager for the AOC Department
of Pretrial Services, said the Behavioral Health
Conditional Dismissal Program is similar, but the
program in Kenton County deals with more higher
risk, higher need individuals.

Dufeck said the Behavioral Health Conditional
Dismissal Program is typically for low-risk defen-
dants facing low-level charges. He said 1,400 of the
interviewed defendants were eligible for the pro-
gram in 2023 and 4,600 were ineligible.

Defendants were ineligible for a variety of rea-
sons, Dufeck said. Around 15% were charged with
class A, B or C felonies, and 4.1% were charged
with a violent offense.

“And DUT is the big one,” Dufeck said. “A little bit
more of a third of the folks are currently charged
with a DUI ... That’s about 2,900 people that came

through the door that were charged with DUI,
and that’s what kicked them out of eligibility”

Committee co-chair Sen. Whitney Wester-
field, R-Fruit Hill, said the legislature should
work to find a way to get drunk drivers access
to behavioral health intervention.

“Im not saying theyve all got to get a
chance, I'm not. And I dont know what it
needs to look like, but that’s a category of
people who have a behavioral health problem
that everyone agrees they need help with,” he
said. “Let’s get them help much earlier in the
pipeline”

Westerfield also encouraged his colleagues
to consider expanding eligibility altogether.

“We're leaving a lot of people out that could
benefit from behavioral health intervention,’
he said while also acknowledging there is a
“ceiling” and a limit to who should be eligible
to participate.

When it comes to recidivism, Darcy said there are
125 people who have completed the program and
84% of those people have not faced new charges.

“It is a hard program to complete,” Darcy said.
“It’s not easy for them, but it changes their lives.
And when you hear the stories, youre so moved
and ... your heart is warmed by just the sheer ve-
locity of the people we're helping”

While the program is growing and helping many
people recover and lead better lives, Darcy said
there are barriers.

“There are some counties that have kind of stalled
with participation ... and there’s just that overall
continued hesitation from some of those partners,’
Darcy said. “It could be the prosecutor, the defense
attorneys or sometimes our other partners”

Darcy said AOC plans to meet with those coun-
ties to learn what they can do to improve participa-
tion rates and the program.

Decker said she “loves” the program.

“Thank you for doing it, and keep up the good
work,” she added.
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Senate

Julie Raque Adams (36)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 242
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-2450
Cassie Chambers Armstrong (19)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Karen Berg (26)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Gary M. Boswell (8)
3130 Reid Road,
Owensboro, KY 42303
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Jared Carpenter (34)
PO Box 100
Berea, KY 40403
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Danny Carroll (2)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 228
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Matthew Deneen (10)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 209A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Donald Douglas (22)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 290
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Greg Elkins (28)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 290
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Shelley Funke Frommeyer (24)
PO Box 511
Alexandria, KY 41001
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Rick Girdler (15)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 252
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
David P. Givens (9)
PO Box 12
Greensburg, KY 42743
(LRC) 502-564-3120
Denise Harper Angel (35)
2521 Ransdell Ave
Louisville, KY 40204
(LRC) 502-564-2470
(Home) 502-452-9130
Jimmy Higdon (14)
344 N Spalding Ave
Lebanon, KY 40033
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 270-692-6945

Jason Howell (1)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 290
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Amanda Mays Bledsoe (12)
PO Box 23112
Lexington, KY 40523
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Christian McDaniel (23)
PO Box 15231
Latonia, KY 41015
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Stephen Meredith (5)
1424 Byrtle Grove Rd
Leitchfield, KY 42754
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Robby Mills (4)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 284
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Gerald A. Neal (33)
462 S 4th St
Meidinger Twr, Ste. 1250
Louisville, KY 40202
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 502-776-1222
(Work) 502-584-8500
(Work FAX) 502-584-1119
Michael J. Nemes (38)
209 Sandy Dr
Shepherdsville, KY 40165
(LRC) 502-564-8100
John Schickel (11)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 283
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Brandon Smith (30)
PO Box 846
Hazard, KY 41702
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 606-436-4526
(Home FAX) 606-436-4526
Adrienne Southworth (7)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 253
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Robert Stivers (25)
207 Main St
Manchester, KY 40962
(LRC) 502-564-3120
(Home) 606-598-8575
(Work) 606-598-2322
(Work FAX) 606-598-2357
Brandon J. Storm (21)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 204
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Damon Thayer (17)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 242
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-2450

2024 Kentucky
General Assembly

Reginald Thomas (13)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 254
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-2470
(LRC FAX) 502-564-0777

Lindsey Tichenor (6)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 290
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Robin L. Webb (18)
102 S Hord St
Grayson, KY 41143
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 606-474-5380
Stephen West (27)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 228
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Whitney Westerfield (3)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 228
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Phillip Wheeler (31)
702 Capital Ave.
Annex Room 215
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Gex Williams (20)
702 Capital Ave.
Annex Room 284
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Mike Wilson (32)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 242
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-2450
Max Wise (16)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 204
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
David Yates (37)
702 Capital Ave.
Annex Room 254
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Vacant (29)

* Members of the Kentucky General Assembly may also
be contacted by calling 502-564-8100.
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House

Chad Aull (79)
Shane Baker (85)
Kim Banta (63)

Jared Bauman (28)

Danny Bentley (98)
John Blanton (92)
Tina Bojanowski (32)

Adam Bowling (87)

Josh Branscum (83)
Kevin D. Bratcher (29)
Steve Bratcher (25)
Josh Bray (71)

Randy Bridges (3)
George Brown Jr. (77)

Lindsey Burke (75)

2024 Kentucky General Assembly

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 457E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 432C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329F
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 413C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 502-544-1846

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 367C
Frankfort KY 40601

(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 307A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 451A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 2928
Middlesboro, KY 40965
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 357B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 402
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424G
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 416
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 395
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

424 E Fourth St
Lexington, KY 40508
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Home) 859-312-7513

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 457C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Emily Callaway (37)

Josh Calloway (10)

Adrielle Camuel (93)

4621 Outerloop #234
Louisville, KY 40219
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 413
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 429F
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Beverly Chester-Burton (44)

Mike Clines (68)

Jennifer Decker (58)

Stephanie Dietz (65)

Jonathan Dixon (11)

Steven Doan (69)

Myron Dossett (9)

Ryan Dotson (73)

Robert Duvall (17)

Daniel Elliott (54)

Daniel Fister (56)

Patrick Flannery (96)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 467
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 357C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 357D
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 316D
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 395
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 432A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

491 E Nashville St
Pembroke, KY 42266
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 270-475-9503

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 432E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 1297
Bowling Green, KY 42102
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 2082
Danville, KY 40423
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424D
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424F
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Ken Fleming (48)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 358B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Deanna Frazier Gordon (81)

Chris Freeland (6)

Chris Fugate (84)

Al Gentry (46)

Jim Gooch Jr. (12)

Derrick Graham (57)

Daniel Grossberg (30)

David Hale (74)

Mark Hart (78)

Richard Heath (2)

Samara Heavrin (18)

Keturah Herron (42)

John Hodgson (36)

Thomas Huff (49)

Mary Beth Imes (5)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 367
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 373C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 202

Chavies, KY 41727
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 606-233-5660

8406 Cloverport Dr
Louisville, KY 40228
(LRC) 502-564-8100

806 Princeton St
Providence, KY 42450
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 270-667-7327

157 Bellemeade Dr
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-5565
(Home) 502-223-1769

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 429C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

11 Hales Ln
Wellington, KY 40387
(LRC) 502-564-8100

202 W 4th St
Falmouth, KY 41040
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Home) 859-654-4278

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 383
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

474 Mulberry St., Apt. B
Leitchfield, KY 42754
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 429H
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 74
Fischerville, KY 40023
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 1331
Shepherdsville, KY 40165
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 376
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
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Kevin Jackson (20)

DJ Johnson (13)

Jacob Justice (94)

Kim King (55)

Matthew Koch (72)

Nima Kulkarni (40)

William Lawrence (70)

Derek Lewis (90)

Scott Lewis (14)

Matt Lockett (39)

Savannah Maddox (61)

Candy Massaroni (50)

Bobby McCool (97)

Shawn McPherson (22)

David Meade (80)

Michael Meredith (19)

Suzanne Miles (7)

2024 Kentucky General Assembly

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 351B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 1122
Owensboro, KY 42302
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

250 Bright Leaf Dr
Harrodsburg, KY 40330
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 383
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 429E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 416
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 454
Hartford, KY 42347
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329D
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 316E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 413H
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 357E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

801 East Main St
Scottsville, KY 42164
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 121
Stanford, KY 40484
(LRC) 502-564-4334

PO Box 292
Brownsville, KY 42210
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 21592
Owensboro, KY 42304
(LRC) 502-564-2217

Kimberly Poore Moser (64)
PO Box 143
Independence, KY 41051
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Amy Neighbors (21)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 395
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Jason Nemes (33)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 370
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
David W. Osborne (59)
PO Box 8
Prospect, KY 40059
(LRC) 502-564-4334
(Work) 502-645-2186
Ruth Ann Palumbo (76)
10 Deepwood Dr
Lexington, KY 40505
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 859-299-2597
Jason Petrie (16)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 392
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Michael Sarge Pollock (51)
PO Box 164
Campbellsville, KY 42719
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Phillip Pratt (62)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 367B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Marianne Proctor (60)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Felicia Rabourn (47)
PO Box 47
Campbellsburg, KY 40011
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Steve Rawlings (66)
3350 Easton Lane
Burlington, KY 41005
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Work) 859-757-7037
Rebecca Raymer (15)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329G
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Josie Raymond (41)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 467
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Courtney Gilbert (24)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 432H
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Steve Riley (23)

189 Blue Sky Dr
Glasgow, KY 42141
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Rachel Roarx (38)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 451B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Work) 502-724-7529

Rachel Roberts (67)

Steven Rudy (1)

Scott Sharp (100)

Tom Smith (86)

Sarah Stalker (34)

Cherlynn Stevenson (88)

Pamela Stevenson (43)

Ashley Tackett Laferty (95)

Nancy Tate (27)

Walker Thomas (8)

Killian Timoney (45)

James Tipton (53)

Timmy Truett (89)

Ken Upchurch (52)

Payton Gaiffee (26)

Bill Wesley (91)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 460
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

350 Peppers Mill Dr
Paducah, KY 42001
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 432B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 413G
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 451C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

1890 Star Shoot Pkwy
Suite 170, #319
Lexington, KY 40509
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 460
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 460
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 351A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

2620 Cox Mill Rd
Hopkinsville, KY 42240
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 270-889-8091
(Home FAX) 270-885-5335

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 373B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

8151 Little Mount Rd
Taylorsville, KY 40071
(LRC) 502-564-8100

4172 HWY 2003
McKee, KY 40447
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 969
Monticello, KY 42633
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 606-340-8490

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424G
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 413D
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
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2024 Kentucky General Assembly

Richard White (99)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 432D
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Wade Williams (4)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329H
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Lisa Willner (35)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 429F
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Nick Wilson (82)
PO Box 573
Williamsburg, KY 40769
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Education committee,

from page 2

She said the students aren’t allowed to use cell
phones in the hallways, and teachers are able to
restrict them in the classrooms as necessary.

“But what they’ve spent the money on because
those bags are so expensive, is more interactive,
physically challenging activities. A VR, they’ve got
a VR room now - anything they can do to get the
students up and moving, that’s what they’re investing
in,” she said.

Rep. Kevin Jackson, R-Bowling Green, said
legislators have taken steps recently to attract and
retain teachers, and curbing technology overuse
would continue this effort.

“T heard all those horror stories all the time when
I served on a school board. You know, we talk about
we want test scores to go up, and I think this evidence
that they have shown us, test scores and social scores
go down. Mental health issues and suicide goes up,’

Susan Witten (31)
PO Box 43861
Louisville, KY 40253
(LRC) 502-564-8100

* Members of the Kentucky General Assembly may also
be contacted by calling 502-564-8100.

he said.

Committee Co-Chair Sen. Stephen West, R-Paris,
called the problems “very important,” and said he
expects several bills to be filed to address it.

The Kentucky General Assembly can’t act on
legislation until the 2025 Regular Session begins
Jan. 7.

Vaping,

from page 3

also a doctor, said reducing vaping among minors will take more than just
legislation.

“No matter what laws we pass, no matter what legislation we pass, unless we
get buy-in from our public, from our parents, it won’t make a difference,” he
said.

Douglas thanked Ash and Nemeth for their work on the issue, encouraged
them to continue, and told them, “We will do the very best we can.”

Abbie Gilbert with The Denton Group read a statement to the committee on
behalf of the Vapor Technology Association. She said the group believes reg-
ulations like the ones in HB 11 from this year are harmful to small businesses
and the economy. The group would like the general assembly to delay the HB
11 effective date until after the U.S. Supreme Court has a chance to weigh-in
on the issue later next year.

The statement said this would “allow time to create regulation which is based
on science and help keep small businesses operating in the commonwealth”

Sen. Christian McDaniel, R-Ryland Heights, said the legislature wouldn’t be
looking to create new regulations on tobacco retailers if “they quit selling to
underage kids”

“(Minors) have absolutely no problem accessing these products in this com-
monwealth, and until they do, you will find us being more and more and more
stringent about this,” McDaniel added.

The Kentucky General Assembly cannot act on legislation until the 2025
legislative session begins on Jan. 7. The Interim Joint Committee on Licensing,
Occupations and Administrative Regulations is not scheduled to meet again
in 2024.
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Population,
from page 3

“Is the infrastructure there (in Eastern Kentucky)
that you see as far as roads, as far as to provide that
advertisement for employers to come to Eastern
Kentucky?” Pollock asked.

Hall said the infrastructure piece he is “very ex-
cited” about is internet infrastructure.

“I'm really excited as the economy evolves, the
opportunities that are going to come via digital and
remote employment,” Hall said, adding he doesn’t

“can move the needle”

Sen. Shelley Funke Frommeyer, R-Alexandria,
said she wanted to know more about why the work-
force population is struggling in Eastern Kentucky
and solutions.

“What are we doing with that grant to attract
some meaningful employers that will hold people
accountable?” she asked, adding she wonders if
there are too many resources available that may be

Hall said the grant’s launch date was Oct. 1, so
SOAR is just getting started on the Recompete Pro-
gram.

“Inside of that are some various seven or eight
different interventions that we're going to try and
test to try to prove to be some new models for ac-
tivating this section of the workforce,” Hall added.

think it will be a “silver bullet” but a number that

Priorities,

inspiring people not to work.

from page 4

“We understand the constitutional hurdles this presents. We urge the gener-
al assembly to approach this discussion with full appreciation for the need to
protect our current revenue streams,” Adam O’Nan, KACo first vice-president
and Union County judge/executive, said.

Additionally, O’Nan said Kentucky counties want to maintain funding for
the services it provides while being mindful of how taxes affect residents.

Sen. Amanda Mays Bledsoe, R-Lexington, said as Kentucky grows and
changes, the legislature will have to address the tax revenue issues.

“As our revenue continues to change, and as we move towards consumption,
were going to have to have some really difficult conversations about how we
pay for services,” she said. “Regardless of who does it, people still want (ser-
vices) and it is our job to provide them as elected officials wherever we happen

to serve.”

McDaniel brought the conversation back to county jails. He said jails “are
not a city issue,” and he is concerned about how to address the medical care
costs.

“What exactly happens, when we're a state that’s already a third of the pop-
ulation on Medicaid, when we add even more people to that?” McDaniel said.
“If there’s a formulaic change, instead of having 90/10 and 70/30 populations,
what if we have 60/40 populations? And then the state’s budget becomes a
disaster”

The Kentucky General Assembly cannot act on legislation until the 2025
legislative session begins on Jan. 7.
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Committee Meetings\

Minutes for Statutory Committees that met recently may be found at the following sites:

Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Ag/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/A&R/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Banking and Insurance:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/B&l/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Economic Development and Workforce Investment:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/EDWI/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Education:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Education/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Families and Children:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/[JCF&C/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Health Services:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/[JCHS/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Judiciary/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Licensing, Occupations, and Administrative
Regulations:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/LO&AR/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Local Government:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Loc_Gov/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Natural Resources and Energy:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/NR & E/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on State Government:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/St Gov/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Tourism, Small Business, and Information Technology:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/TSBIT/minutes _all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Transportation:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Trans/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Protection:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Vets/minutes_all.html

LRC

Publications
2024 Price List

Daily Record Pick up: $165
Daily Record Mailed: $165

(plus postage)

Friday Record Mailed: $38.50
(plus postage)

Individual Record Pick up: $2.75
Individual Record Mailed: $2.75
(plus postage)

Bills

Complete Set of Bills and Resolutions
(Pick up): $630

Individual Bills Per Page: $.05
Amendments Per Page: $.05

Roll Call Votes: $.15 Per Page

Publications

1-10 copies: Free to general public;
larger numbers of free copies

are available to schools and state
agencies (Copies over preapproved
limits require agency approval)

Administrative Regulations
Administrative Register (monthly):
$120.00

Acts of the General Assembly (2023)
Regular Session: $80 (2 volumes)
Special Sessions: Priced after printing

Journals

House and Senate Complete Set,
House Set, Senate Set: Priced after
printing

(All prices subject to 6% Kentucky sales tax
within Kentucky and subject to change)
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Published monthly by the Legislative Research
Commission, the Interim Record is designed to inform
the citizens of Kentucky of the between-sessions work
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The Kentucky Legislative Research Commission is a 16-member committee of the majority and minority
leadership of the Kentucky Senate and House of Representatives. Under Chapter 7 of the Kentucky Revised
Statutes, the LRC constitutes the administrative office for the General Assembly. Its director serves as chief
administrative officer of the Legislature when it isn’t in session.

The Commission and its staff, by law and by practice, perform numerous fact-finding and service functions
for members of the Legislature, employing professional, clerical and other employees required when the Gen-
eral Assembly is in session and during the interim period between sessions. These employees, in turn, assist
committees and individual legislators in preparing legislation. Other services include conducting studies and
investigations, organizing and staffing committee meetings and public hearings, maintaining official legislative
records and other reference materials, providing information about the Legislature to the public, compiling
and publishing administrative regulations, administering a legislative intern program, conducting orientation
programs for new legislators, and publishing a daily index and summary of legislative actions during sessions.

The LRC is also responsible for statute revision, publishing and distributing the Acts and Journals follow-
ing sessions, and for maintaining furnishings, equipment and supplies for the Legislature. It also functions
as Kentucky’s Commission on Interstate Cooperation in carrying out the program of The Council of State
Governments as it relates to Kentucky.
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