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Education committee focuses on college

campus homelessness

By Nancy Royden - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — Some students
attending Kentucky colleges and
universities might not have a dorm
room or other place to call home,
and legislators heard Oct. 6 about a
proposal to address the issue.

House Minority Whip Joshua
Watkins, D-Louisville, said during
a meeting of the Interim Joint
Committee on Education that
its important to combat campus
homelessness because it can hinder
students in their education.

Watkins thanked Rep. Timmy
Truett, R-McKee, for working on and
cosponsoring House Bill 782 from
the 2026 Regular Session. Watkins
and others are working to tweak
the legislation for the upcoming
legislative session, which kicks off
Jan. 5.

Watkins said it can be difficult
to identify the needs of homeless
students because they don't self-
report their situation. They might be

couch surfing or sleeping in their vehicles.

Watkins said students could also be “aging out
of the foster care system and don’t know where to

turn for help to gain housing.

House Minority Whip Joshua Watkins, D-Louisville, (left) speaks during the
Oct. 6 meeting of the Interim Joint Committee on Education.

“If your university has supports that may be
spread out, the student has to navigate that all by
themselves. So, whether that is housing or food
or any supplemental support during the terms
and semesters, it’s a little bit of a maze. It gets even

»

harder during those breaks,” he said.

The proposed legislation would
call for a dedicated point of contact
on campuses to help students
navigate financial aid, housing and
other supportive services, Watkins
said.

“We want to push for things like
no housing fees during academic
breaks,” he said.

The legislation would also call
for the collection of data to help
provide a “complete picture” on
college students who are struggling
with homelessness in Kentucky, he
said.

“On the accountability piece,
we want to just track enrollment,
retention and graduation rates
and the services that students are
receiving. Hopefully, on our college
campuses we would see about 2%
or less of the population. Of course,
we want no student to experience

houselessness,” he said.

George Eklund, education and advocacy director
for the Coalition for the Homeless, said rent can

Continued on page 2
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College campus homelessness,

from page 1

cost more than a mortgage, and data shows that
about 8% of students experience homelessness
during their college years.

Watkins said the legislation calls for the Kentucky
Council on Postsecondary Education to provide
training and report statewide outcomes to the
legislature.

Aaron Thompson, president of the CPE, said he
supports the legislation, and the CPE and campuses
are willing to work with Watkins to improve the bill
and make it more complete in its implementation.

Thompson said schools have made improvements
by offering students food banks, but more surveys
need to be completed to “find out exactly where the
holes are”

Rep. Adrielle Camuel, D-Lexington, asked about
the costs of the services.

Watkins said the universities could be allowed
to have flexibility on how they can implement the
improvements and absorb them with their current
personnel. He said supporters are not seeking an

allocation from the general assembly to support
the bill.

Sen. Danny Carroll, R-Paducah, asked about
dorm room capacities.

Thompson said different campuses will have
varying capacities. Someone would have to be
present to oversee the dorms, and there would be
costs in addition to the rooms, “but I think, once
again, we can navigate that,” he said.

Thompson said providing rooms, especially
during holiday breaks, would be a coordinated
undertaking.

“I think this bill allows for that coordination to
take place,” he said.

Carroll also asked if financial aid for lower income
students would be sufficient to cover room and

board.

Thompson said this is not the case, pointing to
strains in federal Pell Grants and College Access
Program (CAP) grants.

“It's not enough when you think about housing,
when you think about food, and when you think
about tuition as a whole,” he said.

Lawmakers hear about lactation
consultants, proposed legislation

By Nancy Royden - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — Lawmakers heard
Oct. 15 from lactation supporters about
proposed legislation that would lead to
licensure for certain lactation consul-
tants.

During a meeting of the Interim Joint
Committee on Licensing, Occupations,
and Administrative Regulations, Rep.
Emily Callaway, R-Louisville, and two
advocates from the Kentuckiana Lacta-
tion Improvement Coalition explained
that the changes would benefit Ken-
tucky’s children and their parents.

“I am here today as a representative,
but I'm also here as a mother who is
very, very grateful for this practice - for
lactation consultants,” Callaway said.
“They played a pivotal part with my first
child, and T was able to breastfeed for
well over a year until I found out I was
pregnant with a second.”

The proposal would create avenues
for physicians’ offices and hospitals
to hire licensed lactation consultants.
This would fulfill the intent of the 2024

Rep. Emily Callaway, R-Louisville, speaks about lactation consultants
during the Oct. 15 meeting of the Interim Joint Committee on
Licensing, Occupations, and Administrative Regulations.

“Momnibus law,” said Janet Johnson, an
International Board Certified Lactation
Consultant.

The proposal would only apply to IB-
CLCs and would not hinder the work of
other licensed health care providers or
perinatal health workers, she said.

Doraine Bailey, also an International
Board Certified Lactation Consultant,
said research has shown that breastfeed-
ing results in substantial health benefits
for both mothers and children.

“We know that when moms don’t
meet their breastfeeding goals or they’re
unable to continue what they start, that
they have health issues for themselves -
higher rates of breast cancer and obesi-
ty;” she said. “We also see higher rates of
what we might just consider childhood
illnesses like ear infections or upset
stomachs. But these have implications
farther down the line in the lives of our
precious children”

Continued on page 3
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Lactation,
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Senate Minority Whip Cassie Chambers Armstrong, D-Louisville, said she
benefitted from an IBCLC after the arrival of her first child. She said she was
grateful for the practitioner to come to her home, but the care was “expen-
sive” She asked about the possibility that licensure would help lower costs.

“Right now, insurance is supposed to cover lactation consultation, but in
order for that, you have to be licensed,” Bailey said.

She added that insurance claims can be denied because insurance compa-
nies seek credentialed providers.

“Coming into your home and evaluating this baby that is not gaining
weight — well, that’s clinical care - and you have to be credentialed thorough
an insurance company, Bailey said.

Sen. Karen Berg, D-Louisville, said breastfeeding is the single, least expen-
sive way to promote health and development of children, and formula can’t
replace it.

“It gives children immunity to diseases. It helps with your brain devel-
opment. There’s nothing that we can do to give a child a better start in the

future than to have that child breastfeeding from a healthy mother,” she said.

Committee co-chair, Rep. Matthew Koch, R-Paris, asked about a potential
board structure for lactation consultants.

Johnson said lactation consultants would be under the Kentucky Board of

Continued on page 6

Massage therapy regulation bill
topic of interim committee

By Jordan Hensley - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — The Interim Joint Committee
on Judiciary discussed a proposed bill on Oct.
1 that would create additional massage therapy
regulations.

Sen. Shelley Funke Frommeyer, R-Alexandria,
is the primary sponsor of the legislation. She
was joined by representatives with the Kentucky
League of Cities (KLC) for her presentation.

Funke Frommeyer sponsored Senate Bill 132
earlier this year, but the bill did not become law.
The inspiration behind the legislation, she said,
stems from a personal experience in her district
where a local massage parlor was rumored to have
been a front for human trafficking.

Under current state law, Funke Frommeyer said
it is difficult for local governments to inspect mas-
sage parlors.

Tt's a little shocking that we are putting mas-
sage parlors in the same category with therapeutic
massage," she said. 'Yet, it's very difficult for our
local leaders to review whether massages are be-
ing performed with licensed massage therapists.
There was a suggestion that there could be under-
age young ladies performing these massages."

Emma Wilson, the government affairs associ-
ate for KLC, said the proposed legislation would

Sen. Shelley Funke Frommeyer, R-Alexandria,
explains the need for further regulations on
massage therapy in Kentucky during the Interim
Joint Committee on Judiciary meeting on Oct. 1.

clarify that local governments retain the authority
over the businesses operating in their jurisdic-
tions.

This would allow cities and other local govern-
ments to adopt and enforce regulations related to
occupational licensing, zoning, inspections, adver-
tising, hours of operation and sanitation, she said.

"This legislation is not about allowing cities to
regulate the professional practices of legitimate
licensed massage therapists,” Wilson said. "The
state will continue to determine who may practice
massage therapy and the professional standards
over those individuals that they must meet."

Rep. T.J. Roberts, R-Burlington, asked if allow-
ing local governments to establish further stan-
dards would lead to different standards for mas-
sage parlors across the state.

T just wanted to see if I'm misinterpreting the
statute, or if there'd be any opening to at least allow
for it to be abundantly clear that the professional
standards for being a licensed massage therapist
are across the board in Kentucky," he said.

Gracie Kelly, government affairs director for
KLC, said if the language of the legislation 'ex-

Continued on page 6
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Interim committee receives economic
outlook update

By Jordan Hensley - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — When it comes to bud-
geting, lawmakers on the Interim Joint Com-
mittee on Appropriations and Revenue like to

think ahead.

The committee received an economic out-
look update from the Consensus Forecasting
Group on Oct. 7. Greg Harkenrider, deputy
executive director from the state budget di-
rector’s office, provided the update.

When forming an economic outlook, the
Consensus Forecasting Group looks at the
baseline scenario, an optimistic scenario and
a pessimistic scenario for what the economic
future may hold.

Harkenrider told the committee that the
group chose the pessimistic scenario as its
current forecast due to several variables.

“The pessimistic scenario assumed a con-
tinuation of the conflict with Iran that leads
to tighter energy markets due to global sup-
ply disruptions,” Harkenrider said. “That,
of course, leads to higher energy prices and
overall inflation. That leads to greater uncer-
tainty, worsening financial conditions, weak-
er activities ... an erosion of consumer-busi-
ness confidence, higher unemployment and a
more aggressive Federal Reserve to fight the
inflation.”

One factor the group considers when making
its forecast is tax revenues. Harkenrider reported
there was “an unusually large amount” of corporate
income tax estimated payments, which brought in
more than $350 million.

Looking at the data, committee co-chair Sen.
Christian McDaniel, R-Ryland Heights, asked how
the artificial intelligence tech industry played a role
in those numbers.

“A huge worry that I have, and I don’t think I'm
alone in this worry, is how much of that is currently
goosed by enthusiasm around artificial intelligence
and the potential that we are seeing a bubble much
like the late ‘90s dot com (bubble),” McDaniel said.

Harkenrider said that a potential AT bubble is
also a “fear” of the Consensus Forecasting Group.

Sen. Christian McDaniel, R-Ryland Heights, speaks on the economic outlook from the Consensus
Forecasting Group during the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue meeting on Oct. 7.

“The part of Al that I don't think is a bubble is
the gig surrounding AI, which is teaching people
how to use this tool,” Harkenrider said. “.. I don’t
think thats a bubble. I think that’s going to con-
tinue. Now the actual infrastructure itself and the

growth of that infrastructure, some have opined
that it could be a bubble”

Wage and salary collections data was another
area of concern for the committee. Harkenrider
said the data is also a factor in assessing the eco-
nomic outlook.

Rep. Shawn McPherson, R-Scottsville, asked if
the general assembly’s efforts to lower the state in-

come tax is improving wages.

“Are we doing better now that we’re adjusting our
income tax down?” he asked.

Harkenrider said it depends.

“Certainly, the revenue collections aren’t as good,

but you know the state economy is performing
well,” he said. “Now to attribute that to the rate cut,
I'm not sure I'd be willing to go that far”

Toward the end of the discussion, McDaniel said
the Consensus Forecasting Group’s prediction is an
estimate and the beginning of the lengthy and of-
ten “sleepy and disciplined” budgeting process.

McDaniel said the general assembly should be
careful in how it decides to allocate funds during
the upcoming legislative session. Improper spend-
ing now could negatively impact the state in the fu-
ture and could be an issue future state leaders are
left to deal with, he added.

“With the disconnect between the words and
the numbers and also with the idea that we would,
based oft this, come back here in January and then
spend dollars that we aren’t really certain will be
available to be spent, knowing the repercussions
could fall on someone else,” McDaniel said.

2026 INTERIM LEGISLATIVE RECORD



Committee receives update on agriculture
legislation implementation

By Nancy Royden - LRC Public Information

FRANKFORT — The Inter-
im Joint Committee on Agri-
culture received an update Oct.
1 on the implementation of a
new law designed to bring more
locally grown food to schools in
the commonwealth.

Two officials from the Ken-
tucky Department of Agricul-
ture told the committee what
has been accomplished since
Senate Bill 5 became law at the
end of March.

KDA  General Counsel
Heather Becker said 171 school
districts in Kentucky have ad-
opted the model policy imple-
mented through SB 5.

"It's only been about six
months, but we've been incred-
ibly busy in this space. The first
thing that we started to do was
to implement the bill. It wasn't
self-implementing. School dis-
tricts had to make an election of
their own," she said.

The KDA identified groups that were likely the most appropriate partners to
help with the implementation - the Kentucky Department of Education and
the Kentucky School Boards Association, Becker said.

"We worked with them to create a model policy that could go into the model
policy book that the association puts out to school districts every year ... They
could tweak it if they wanted to," she said.

Becker said the broad adoption of the model policy was exciting, and the
KDA found an additional partner to help with the implementation. Groups for
food nutrition officers, superintendents and finance officers have been formed
to help with the effort, Becker said.

"We found a great partner in the Kentucky Educational Development Corp.
They're an education co-op that is based in Lexington that largely serves dis-
tricts in the eastern part of the state, but has a footprint all across the state with
different initiatives that they do," she said.

Becker explained stakeholders are trying to identify Kentucky-grown items
that can be part of a secondary bid offering so that districts can pursue group
purchasing when their broadline distributor does not have the local option
that they want.

Rep. David Hale, R-Wellington, left, speaks during the Interim Joint Committee on
Agriculture meeting on Oct. 1. With him is Rep. Daniel Fister, R-Versailles.

Rep. David Hale, R-Wel-
lington, said he supports the
program and pointed out that
students in the National FFA
Organization in his district sup-
ply food to other students in the
district. He said Menifee Coun-
ty, the smallest school in his
district, has an 'incredible” pro-
gram where their greenhouse
provides lettuce, tomatoes and
other produce to the school's
cafeteria.

Sen. Shelley Funke Frommey-
er, R-Alexandria, asked about
empty greenhouses at schools,
saying she's aware of a few.

Becker said she wants to fur-
ther consider the question, but
the shortage of educators could
be one reason for empty green-
houses.

"We have an extreme shortage
of agriculture science teachers
and ag-ed teachers in the com-
monwealth. I would suggest exploring ways to improve or incentivize people
wanting to go into that because those facilities are often times run by the fac-
ulty person who teaches those classes," she said.

Rep. Sarah Stalker, D-Louisville, said she supports locally sourced food, and
she is concerned about fuel prices. She said she has been in touch with her
school district about possible steps to take regarding fuel prices.

Dana Feldman, executive director for the KDA's Office of Consumer and
Environmental Protection, said sourcing local food makes sense.

"I think it makes for a much better argument for local food. Less diesel. Ifit's
not coming from California or Texas or Arizona, it makes more sense to buy
locally,” she said.

Committee co-chair, Rep. Myron Dossett, R-Pembroke, said SB 5 is "wise"
legislation to stem the need for transporting food from long distances to ben-
efit Kentuckians.

"The impact that can have locally, economically, but also looking at getting
that produce to the schools. I think this is where we were being proactive
ahead of a problem with Senate Bill 5 of actually putting something in place,
because we never know what tomorrow is going to bring upon us," he said.
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Lactation,
from page 3

Nursing, and this would provide a good structure and a way to manage the Bailey said there are many families in Kentucky who are interested in
profession. breastfeeding, but they don’t have access to care.
“We are very, very fortunate that the Kentucky Board of Nursing has “This is where professional, clinical care can make a difference...” she

agreed to take us on. They’ve been through this before with midwives, and  said.
so they know exactly what they’re doing,” she said.

Massage therapy,

from page 3

pands the authority beyond what the intent is," they'd
be 'happy" to work with him on that.

Additionally, Funke Frommeyer's proposed legisla-
tion would strengthen the penalty for practicing mas-
sage therapy without a license from a class B misde-
meanor to a class A, Kelly said.

Each massage performed without a license would
also constitute as a separate offense.

"This change reflects the seriousness of repeated-
ly providing these services without the professional
license required by Kentucky law, and more closely
aligns the penalty with other professional licensing
laws already on the books," Kelly said.

Kelly also said the purpose of the legislation is to
provide stronger tools to address illegal massage ther-
apists while not punishing the victims of human traf-
ficking.

Sen. Phillip Wheeler, R-Pikeville, said he supports
the intent of the bill, but he's not sure if the law is need-
ed based on Kentucky's laws against human trafficking
and practicing massage therapy without a license that
already exist.

"We keep putting additional laws on the books, and
I'm all for being tough on crime, but a lot of times I
think it's the duty of the local prosecutor's office to go
to the law books, figure out what's there and the officer
to investigate and charge these people,” Wheeler said.

Lawmakers cannot take action on legislation until
the 2027 legislative session begins on Jan. 5.
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* Members of the Kentucky General Assembly may also
be contacted by calling 502-564-8100.
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Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 413C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 413
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

11 Hales Ln
Wellington, KY 40387
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 4311
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

202 W 4th St
Falmouth, KY 41040
(LRC) 502-564-8100

(Home) 859-654-4278

474 Mulberry St., Apt. B
Leitchfield, KY 42754
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 74
Fischerville, KY 40023
(LRC) 502-564-8100

274 State Route 339 E
Mayfield, KY 42066
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 1331
Shepherdsville, KY 40165
(LRC) 502-564-8100
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Mary Beth Imes (5)

Kevin Jackson (20)

DJ Johnson (13)

Kim King (55)

Matthew Koch (72)

Nima Kulkarni (40)

William Lawrence (70)

Matthew Lehman (67)

Chris Lewis (29)

Derek Lewis (90)

Scott Lewis (14)

Matt Lockett (39)

Savannah Maddox (61)

Mary Lou Marzian (41)

Candy Massaroni (50)

Bobby McCool (97)

2026 Kentucky General Assembly

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 376
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 351B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 1122
Owensboro, KY 42302
(LRC) 502-564-8100

250 Bright Leaf Dr
Harrodsburg, KY 40330
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 384
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 429E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 429H
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 416
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 454
Hartford, KY 42347
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329D
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 316E
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

2007 Tyler Lane
Louisville, KY 40205
(Home) 502-541-1376
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 413H
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 367C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Shawn McPherson (22)
801 East Main St
Scottsville, KY 42164
(LRC) 502-564-8100
David Meade (80)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 332C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-4334
Michael Meredith (19)
PO Box 292
Brownsville, KY 42210
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Suzanne Miles (7)
PO Box 21592
Owensboro, KY 42304
(LRC) 502-564-2217
Adam Moore (45)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 429C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Kimberly Poore Moser (64)
PO Box 143
Independence, KY 41051
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Amy Neighbors (21)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 395
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Jason Nemes (33)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 372
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
David W. Osborne (59)
PO Box 8
Prospect, KY 40059
(LRC) 502-564-4334
(Work) 502-645-2186
J.T. Payne (11)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Jason Petrie (16)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 392
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Michael Sarge Pollock (51)
PO Box 164
Campbellsville, KY 42719
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Marianne Proctor (60)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Felicia Rabourn (47)
PO Box 47
Campbellsburg, KY 40011
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Rebecca Raymer (15)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329H
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Steve Riley (23)
189 Blue Sky Dr
Glasgow, KY 42141
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Rachel Roarx (38)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 451A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Work) 502-724-7529

T.J. Roberts (66)

Steven Rudy (1)

Scott Sharp (100)

Tom Smith (86)

Sarah Stalker (34)

Pamela Stevenson (43)

Ashley Tackett Laferty (95)

Nancy Tate (27)

Walker Thomas (8)

Aaron Thompson (98)

James Tipton (53)

Timmy Truett (89)

Ken Upchurch (52)

Joshua Watkins (42)

Bill Wesley (91)

Mitch Whitaker (94)

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 424
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

350 Peppers Mill Dr
Paducah, KY 42001
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 432B
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 413G
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 451C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 472
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 460
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 351A
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

4335 Cadiz Rd
Hopkinsville, KY 42240
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 270-889-8091
(Home FAX) 270-885-5335

PO Box 462
Greenup, KY 41144
(LRC) 502-564-8100

8151 Little Mount Rd
Taylorsville, KY 40071
(LRC) 502-564-8100

4172 HWY 2003
McKee, KY 40447
(LRC) 502-564-8100

PO Box 969
Monticello, KY 42633
(LRC) 502-564-8100
(Home) 606-340-8490

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 429G
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 402
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100

702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329
(LRC) 502-564-8100
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Richard White (99)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 329
(LRC) 502-564-8100

Wade Williams (4)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 416
Frankfort, KY 40601

(LRC) 502-564-8100
Lisa Willner (35)
702 Capital Ave
Annex Room 457
Frankfort, KY 40601
(LRC) 502-564-8100
Nick Wilson (82)
PO Box 573
Williamsburg, KY 40769
(LRC) 502-564-8100

General Assembly

Susan Witten (31)
PO Box 43861
Louisville, KY 40253
(LRC) 502-564-8100

* Members of the Kentucky General Assembly may also
be contacted by calling 502-564-8100.
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Committee Meetings\

Minutes for committees that met recently may be found at the following sites:

Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Ag/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/A&R/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Banking and Insurance:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/B&l/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Economic Development and Workforce Investment:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/EDWI1/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Education:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Education/minutes _all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Families and Children:
https:/apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/IJCF&C/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Health Services:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/IJCHS/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Judiciary/minutes _all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Licensing, Occupations, and Administrative
Regulations:

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/LO&AR/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Local Government:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Loc_Gov/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Natural Resources and Energy:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/NR_& E/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on State Government:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/St_Gov/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Tourism, Small Business, and Information Technology:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/TSBIT/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Transportation:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Trans/minutes_all.html

Interim Joint Committee on Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Protection:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/committees/interim/Vets/minutes_all.html
-

THE KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY 11



2026 Interim

LEGISLATIVE

Published monthly by the Legislative Research
Commission, the Interim Record is designed to inform
the citizens of Kentucky of the between-sessions work
of the General Assembly.

Stories and photographs may be reprinted without
permission, although credit is appreciated.

Katie Comstock
Director
Legislative Research Commission

Roberta Kiser
Deputy Director for Committee and Staff Coordination

Mike Wynn
Assistant Director for Communications
Joe Cox
Publications and Printing Officer
Dana Kelley
Jennifer Ellen Noran
Publications and Design Specialists

Public Information Staff:

Dave Ater
Steve Gatewood
David Hargis
Jordan Hensley
Susan Kennedy
Bud Kraft
Keith Krey
Stephanie Newberg
Nancy Royden

2026 Interim
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KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY

702 Capital Avenue
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Governments as it relates to Kentucky.

Robert Stivers
SENATE PRESIDENT

David P. Givens

PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE
Max Wise

MAJORITY FLOOR LEADER
Gerald A. Neal

MINORITY FLOOR LEADER
Robby Mills

MAJORITY CAUCUS CHAIR
Reginald L.Thomas
MINORITY CAUCUS CHAIR
Mike Wilson

MAJORITY WHIP

Cassie Chambers Armstrong
MINORITY WHIP

David W. Osborne
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

David Meade

SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
Steven Rudy

MAJORITY FLOOR LEADER
Pamela Stevenson
MINORITY FLOOR LEADER

Suzanne Miles

MAJORITY CAUCUS CHAIR
Lindsey Burke

MINORITY CAUCUS CHAIR
Jason Nemes

MAJORITY WHIP

Joshua Watkins
MINORITY WHIP

The Kentucky Legislative Research Commission is a 16-member committee of the majority and minority
leadership of the Kentucky Senate and House of Representatives. Under Chapter 7 of the Kentucky Revised
Statutes, the LRC constitutes the administrative office for the General Assembly. Its director serves as chief
administrative officer of the Legislature when it isn’t in session.

The Commission and its staff, by law and by practice, perform numerous fact-finding and service functions
for members of the Legislature, employing professional, clerical and other employees required when the Gen-
eral Assembly is in session and during the interim period between sessions. These employees, in turn, assist
committees and individual legislators in preparing legislation. Other services include conducting studies and
investigations, organizing and staffing committee meetings and public hearings, maintaining official legislative
records and other reference materials, providing information about the Legislature to the public, compiling
and publishing administrative regulations, administering a legislative intern program, conducting orientation
programs for new legislators, and publishing a daily index and summary of legislative actions during sessions.

The LRC is also responsible for statute revision, publishing and distributing the Acts and Journals follow-
ing sessions, and for maintaining furnishings, equipment and supplies for the Legislature. It also functions
as Kentucky’s Commission on Interstate Cooperation in carrying out the program of The Council of State
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