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  On page 2, after line 4, insert the following: 

"Section 3.   KRS 117.015 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) There shall be a State Board of Elections that is an independent agency of state 

government, which shall administer the election laws of the state and supervise registration 

and purgation of voters within the state. The board: 

(a) May promulgate administrative regulations necessary to properly carry out its duties; 

and 

(b) Shall promulgate administrative regulations establishing a procedure for elections 

officials to follow when an election has been suspended or delayed as described in 

KRS 39A.100. 

(2) The board shall consist of the following: 

(a) The Secretary of State, who shall be an ex officio, nonvoting member, and who shall 

also serve as the chief election official for the Commonwealth; 

(b) Two (2) members appointed by the Governor as provided in subsection (6) of this 

section; 

(c) Six (6) voting members appointed by the Governor as provided in subsection (5) of 

this section; and 

(d) An executive director appointed in accordance with KRS 117.025, who may vote 
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only to break a tie regarding selection of the chair of the board. 

(3) A chair of the board, who is a then-current voting member of the board, shall be elected as 

chair of the board by a majority of the voting members who serve on the board. The chair 

shall preside at the meetings of the board and vote on matters before the board. 

(4) The members shall serve for a term of four (4) years or until their successors are appointed. 

Members shall be at least twenty-five (25) years of age and qualified voters of this state. No 

appointed member shall be a candidate for public office or have been a candidate for public 

office for two (2) years prior to his or her appointment, except as provided in subsection 

(2)(b) of this section. No member of the board shall have been convicted of any election 

law offense. 

(5) Two (2) members shall be appointed by the Governor from a separate list of at least five (5) 

names submitted by the state central executive committee of each of the two (2) political 

parties that polled the largest vote in the last preceding election for state officials. The list 

shall be submitted to the Governor by February 15 of 1992, and the appointments of the 

Governor shall be made by April 1 of the same year. Two (2) separate lists shall be 

submitted to the Governor by August 15 of 1990 and every four (4) years thereafter, and 

two (2) appointments shall be made from these lists by September 15 of each year in which 

the lists are received. 

(6) Two (2) members shall be appointed by the Governor from a separate list of at least four 

(4) names submitted by the Kentucky County Clerk's Association of each of the two (2) 

political parties that polled the largest vote in the last preceding regular election for state 

officials. Each of the two (2) members appointed under this subsection shall be former 

county clerks and shall be voting members. The lists required under this subsection shall 

be submitted to the Governor by July 15, 2019, and every four (4) years thereafter. The 

appointments made by the Governor under this subsection shall be made by August 15, 
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2019, and every four (4) years thereafter. 

(7) Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as provided for original appointments, and the 

person appointed to fill the vacancy shall be of the same political party as his or her 

predecessor. 

(8) The board shall meet as often as necessary to carry out its duties and shall keep a record of 

its acts, orders, findings, and proceedings. A majority of the board shall constitute a 

quorum. 

(9) The members of the board shall be paid a reasonable sum to be fixed by the secretary of the 

Personnel Cabinet, with the approval of the secretary of the Finance and Administration 

Cabinet, and in addition, their expenses in attending board meetings. The compensation 

shall be paid out of the State Treasury upon requisition signed by the chair of the board and 

approved by the secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet."; and 

Renumber subsequent sections accordingly; and 

On page 6, after line 4, insert the following: 

"Section 6.   KRS 118.105 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) Except as provided in subsections (3) and (4) of this section and in KRS 118.115, every 

political party shall nominate all of its candidates for elective offices to be voted for at any 

regular election at a primary held as provided in this chapter, and the governing authority of 

any political party shall have no power to nominate any candidate for any elective office or 

to provide any method of nominating candidates for any elective office other than by a 

primary as provided in this chapter. 

(2) Any political organization not constituting a political party as defined in KRS 118.015 may 

make its nominations as provided in KRS 118.325. 

(3) If a vacancy occurs in the nomination of an unopposed candidate or in a nomination made 

by the primary before the certification of candidates for the regular election made under 



SENATE Rep. Sen. Ralph Alvarado 

2020 REGULAR SESSION Doc. ID: XXXX 

Amend printed copy of HB 336/GA 

 

Page 4 of 5 

KRS 118.215, because of death, withdrawal, disqualification to hold the office sought, or 

severe disabling condition which arose after the nomination, the governing authority of the 

party may provide for filling the vacancy, but only following certification to the governing 

authority, by the Secretary of State, that a vacancy exists for a reason specified in this 

subsection. When such a nomination has been made, the certificate of nomination shall be 

signed by the chair and secretary of the governing authority of the party making it, and shall 

be filed in the same manner as certificates of nomination at a primary. 

(4) If a vacancy occurs in the nomination of an unopposed candidate or in a nomination made 

by the primary before the certification of candidates for the regular election, and if that 

party's nominee was the only political party candidate for the office sought, the governing 

authority of each party may nominate a candidate for the regular election, provided that no 

person has sought that party's nomination by filing a notification and declaration. 

(5) If a vacancy occurs in the nomination of a candidate under the conditions of subsection (3) 

or (4) of this section prior to September 15 preceding the day of the regular election, 

certificates of nomination for replacement candidates shall be filed in the same manner as 

provided in subsections (3) and (4) not later than 4 p.m. ten (10) days after the vacancy 

occurs, excluding weekends and legal holidays. If a vacancy occurs in the nomination of a 

candidate under the conditions of subsection (3) or (4) of this section on or after September 

15 preceding the date of the regular election, certificates of nomination for replacement 

candidates shall be filed in the same manner as provided in subsections (3) and (4) not later 

than 4 p.m. five (5) days after the vacancy occurs, excluding weekends and legal holidays. 

(6) If a vacancy in candidacy described in subsection (5) of this section occurs later than the 

second Thursday preceding the date of the regular election, no certificates of nomination 

shall be filed and any candidate whose name does not appear on the ballot may seek 

election by write-in voting pursuant to KRS 117.265. 
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(7) This section does not apply to candidates for members of boards of education, or 

presidential electors, nor to candidates participating in nonpartisan elections. However, 

regardless of the number of days served by a judge acting as a Senior Status Special Judge, 

a judge who elected to retire as a Senior Status Special Judge in accordance with KRS 

21.580 shall not become a candidate for any elected office during the five (5) year term 

prescribed in KRS 21.580(1)(a)1."; and 

Renumber subsequent sections accordingly. 


