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MEASURE’S PURPOSE: The purpose of this bill is to establish a pilot program to analyze the
outcomes and effectiveness of a community pharmacy care delivery model for medication-
assisted therapy for the treatment of substance abuse.

PROVISIONS/MECHANICS: Section 1 creates a new section of KRS 194A to explain the
purpose and provide the parameters for establishing the pilot program. Section 1, Subsections (1)
and (2) define "pilot program” and indicate the purpose of establishing the pilot program.
Subsection (3) specifies that the Department for Medicaid Services (DMS) and the Medicaid
managed care organizations will provide claims data for analysis to determine the outcomes and
effectiveness of the program. Subsection (4) requires the Cabinet for Health and Family Services
to initiate the pilot program, but specifies the implementation of this program is based on
whether funds are available. This section continues by outlining program components. These
components include a wraparound services model that engages psychological and social support
and the establishment of collaborative relationships with detention facilities, drug courts,
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community pharmacists, and practitioners. Subsection (5) requires the Cabinet for Health and
Family Services to provide a joint report to the Legislative Research Commission and the Office
of the Governor by December 31, 2019.

Section 2, Subsection (1) creates a new section of KRS 205 preventing the requirement of prior
authorization for non-controlled medication-assisted therapies for community pharmacies in
regards to the pilot program. Subsection (2) prevents exlusions, mandates or restrictions from
being placed upon pharmacies or pharmacists participating in this program by Medicaid
managed care organizations or its contracted pharmacy benefit manager.

FISCAL EXPLANATION: HB 246/HCS1 will not have a fiscal impact on the Cabinet for
Health and Family Services, as it codifies the requirement for an existing grant-funded project.
The bill does not pose a fiscal impact to DMS, as only medications that are already covered by
DMS will be available through the pilot program.
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