Local Government Mandate Statement
Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2019 Regular Session

Part I: Measure Information
Bill Request #: 405

Bill#: SB 113

Document ID #: 1780

Bill Subject/Title:  An ACT relating to elections.

Sponsor:  Senator Jimmy C. Higdon

Unit of Government: X City X County _X_ Urban-County
Unified Local
X Charter County X Consolidated Local X Government

Office(s) Impacted: County Clerks

Requirement: X  Mandatory Optional
Effect on
Powers & Duties: X  Modifies Existing Adds New Eliminates Existing

Part 11: Bill Provisions and the Estimated Fiscal Impact Relating to Local
Government

County clerks receive fees for services provided for in KRS 64.012. Candidates for public
office must pay a $50 fee for a filing notification and declaration and petition for public
office. Likewise, there is a $50 fee for filing a declaration of intent to be a write-in
candidate for office. SB 113 reduces these filing fees to $20 for cities with a population of
one thousand (1,000) people or less. Further, in section 2, SB 113 eliminates a $20 fee
payable to the Secretary of State for candidates for city office.

According to the KY LRC Publication -- Municipal Statutory Law, Informational Bulletin
No. 145 Revised September 2018, there are 419 cities in the Commonwealth. Kentucky
League of Cities indicated that in 2017, there were 210 cities with populations of 1,000
people or less. Mayors are elected every four years, whereas, council and commissioner
elections are held in each even year.
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In the May 2018 primary, there were 780 candidates that filed for city-elected office. For
the November 2018 general election, there were 3,419 candidates for city-elected office.
These numbers do not include candidates who withdrew.

The Kentucky Secretary of State indicated that for the November 2018 general election,
there were 202 write-in candidates; 191 filed with the county clerks and 11 with the
Secretary of State. There were no write-in candidates for the May primary as they are not
permitted by Kentucky statute.

The fiscal impact of SB 113 on county clerk’s offices would be minimal. For the 2018
election cycle, there were approximately 4,400 candidates for city office across the state.
Since half of the cities in Kentucky have populations of 1,000 people or less, and assuming
half of the total candidates for city office are in cities with populations of 1,000 people or
less, this would result in a reduction of $44,000 in fees to the county clerks statewide (2,200
candidates multiplied by $20) in even-numbered years.

Part 111: Differences to Local Government Mandate Statement from Prior Versions

Part 11, above, pertains to the bill as drafted. There is no prior version of the bill to complete
Part 11

Data Source(s):  Kentucky League of Cities, Kentucky Secretary of State, LRC Staff, LRC
Publication -- Municipal Statutory Law, Informational Bulletin No. 145
Revised September 2018
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