Local Government Mandate Statement
Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2022 Regular Session

Part I: Measure Information
Bill Request #: 59

Bill #:  SB 250

Document ID #: 3289

Bill Subject/Title: AN ACT relating to warrants.

Sponsor:  Senator Robin Webb

Unit of Government: X City X County _X_ Urban-County
Unified Local
X Charter County X Consolidated Local X Government

Office(s) Impacted: Law Enforcement

Requirement: X  Mandatory Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties: X  Modifies Existing Adds New Eliminates Existing

Part 11: Bill Provisions and the Estimated Fiscal Impact Relating to Local
Government

Section 1 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 431 relating to the execution of warrants.

Section 1 requires an officer executing a warrant to take the arrested person without
unnecessary delay before a judge as commanded in the warrant. If the warrant is served or
the arrest is made in a county other than where the warrant was issued, and the person is
not taken as commanded in the warrant, the arrested person must be taken before a judge
in the county where the warrant was served or granted bail for his or her appearance before
the proper judge in the county where the warrant was issued, to whom the bail bond and
other papers shall be transmitted.

Section 1 also requires that an officer executing a warrant to return the warrant via certified
mail to the court that issued the warrant within 72 hours of its execution. The officer shall
deliver the warrant with a copy of the complaint pursuant to which the warrant was issued,
which will serve as notice to the court that issued the warrant. If the offense is nonbailable,
or the incarcerated person is unable to satisfy bail, the judge shall commit that person to
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jail, and he or she shall be transported to the court that issued the warrant within 10 days
by an officer of the county where the warrant was issued. If this 10 day deadline isn’t met,
then the jail of the county where the warrant was issued shall provide for the costs of
incarceration of the person.

Section 2 provides requirements for units of government to be eligible for funds from the
Law Enforcement Foundation Program fund. Section 2 amends KRS 15.440 to require the
unit to have written policy and procedures manual related to serving and returning
warrants. These policies and procedures must have minimum standards for officers in the
service and return of warrants; a requirement that all warrants served by officers be returned
to the court that issued the warrant within 72 hours of execution; and a requirement that
officers who fail to return executed warrants within the required 72 hours be subject to
discipline, up to termination. Section 3 amends KRS 15.512 to comply with Section 2.

The fiscal impact of SB 250 on local government is expected to be minimal. The
Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police states that most of the mandates required in SB
250, such as the written policy, should already be in place. The current policies may need
to be modified some to verify compliance, which may incur some administrative costs.

The Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police did voice concern over the provisional
requirements for the use of “Certified Mail” for return service by the officer. They stated
that additional provisions are needed for service by the E-Warrant Service (Electronic
Warrant System) that many departments now use.

The Kentucky Fraternal Order of Police was contacted for input. As of the submission of
this Local Mandate Statement, a response has not been received from the organization.
When a response is received, the statement may be updated accordingly.

Part 111: Differences to Local Government Mandate Statement from Prior Versions
Part 11, above, pertains to the bill as introduced.

Data Source(s): LRC Staff; Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police

Preparer: K. Sallee (wb) Reviewer: KHC Date:  3/14/22
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