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Local Government Mandate Statement 

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission 

2023 Regular Session  
      

Part I:  Measure Information 

 

Bill Request #: 831 

 

Bill #: HB 55 

 

Document ID #: 1133 

 

Bill Subject/Title: AN ACT relating to disabled veteran license plate fees. 

 

Sponsor: Representative Ryan Dotson 

 

Unit of Government: X City X County X Urban-County 

  

X 

 

Charter County 

 

X 

 

Consolidated Local 

 

X 

Unified Local 

Government 

 

Office(s) Impacted: County Clerks 

 

Requirement: X Mandatory   Optional 

 

Effect on       

Powers & Duties: X Modifies Existing   Adds New   Eliminates Existing 

 

Part II:  Bill Provisions and the Estimated Fiscal Impact Relating to Local 

Government 

 

HB 55 amends KRS 186.162 to provide those veterans who have been declared by the 

United States Department of Veterans’ Affairs to be at least 50% disabled an exemption 

from the initial registration fee and the renewal fee for special license plates. Current statute 

requires a VA rating of 100% disabled to qualify. 

 

Currently, these veterans pay an initial fee of $23 and a renewal fee of $23.  The county 

clerks retain $5 from the initial fee and the renewal fees. 

 

The fiscal impact of HB 55 on local governments will be minimal and negative.  

 

The Kentucky Department of Veteran Affairs (KDVA) was able to provide the following: 

- 45,740 Kentucky veterans are 50% disabled or more disabled, and 

- 14,290 Kentucky veterans are 100% disabled. 
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The difference in the number of 50% or more disabled veterans and the number of 100% 

disabled veterans is 31,450 and represents the number of newly-eligible veterans.  The 

state-wide fiscal impact to local governments will be $157,250 at most with the local 

impact at the county level varying from less than 1% to 16% of that amount. 

 

Part III:  Differences to Local Government Mandate Statement from Prior Versions 

 

Part II is based on HB 55 as introduced.  There are no prior versions of this bill.   

 

Data Source(s): LRC Staff, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Kentucky Department of 

Veterans Affairs, 2021 American Community Survey. 

 

Preparer: WB (CH) Reviewer: KHC Date: 2/16/23 

 


