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Local Government Mandate Statement 

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission 

2025 Regular Session  

  
Part I:  Measure Information 

 

Bill Request #: 1176 Bill #: SB 185 

Document ID #: 4106 Sponsor: Sen. Jimmy Higdon 

Bill Title: AN ACT relating to automated license plate readers. 

 

 

Unit of ☒ City ☒ County ☒ Urban-County 

Government: ☒ Charter County ☒ Consolidated Local ☒ Unified Local  

 

Office(s) Impacted: Local Law Enforcment, Jails 

 

Requirement: ☒ Mandatory ☐ Optional 

 

Effect on Powers 

& Duties: 

      

☒ Modifies Existing ☐ Adds New ☐ Eliminates Existing 

 

Other Fiscal Statement(s) 

that may exist: 

☐ Actuarial Analysis ☒ Corrections Impact 

☐ Health Benefit Mandate ☐ State Employee Health Plan 

 

 

Part II:  Bill Provisions and the Estimated Fiscal Impact Relating to Local Government 

 

 

SB 185 relates to automated license plate readers (ALPRs) which are defined as systems 

of automated high-speed cameras used in combination with data processing to convert 

images of vehicles and license plates into readable data. 

 

Section 1 would establish the circumstances in which ALPRs may be used which include: 

• By law enforcement for the sole purpose of criminal investigations, and ensuring 

compliance with law; 

• For the purpose of regulating parking; 

• To control access to secured areas;  

• To promote public safety, deter crime, and address property theft; or 

• By the Transportation Cabinet or its agents for the purpose of toll collection 

activities on highways and bridges.  

 

Captured license plate data would not be allowed to be accessed or shared for any other 

purpose than those listed and would not be allowed to be stored for more than 90 days 

unless retained by law enforcement for use as evidence in an investigation, audit, or for 
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training. Public agencies would be prohibited from selling any captured license plate data 

and would not be allowed to make the data available to any person other than law 

enforcement.  

 

Prior to deployment of an ALPR, law enforcement agencies would be required to adopt 

and publish a written policy governing its use that includes listed information.  

 

Law enforcement officers who receive an alert from an ALPR or dispatch would be 

required to visually confirm that the scanned plate matches the alert prior to performing a 

traffic stop. They would also be required to confirm that the stop meets criteria laid out in 

policy and law. 

 

Section 2 would establish a penalty for violations of Section 1. There would be an 

associated fine of between $20 and $2,000, and/or imprisonment in the county jail for no 

more than one year.  

 

The fiscal impact of SB 185 on local law enforcement is expected to be minimally 

negative due to the costs associated with writing and publishing written policy 

governing the use of ALPRs. Prior to deploying an ALPR, local law enforcement 

agencies would have to comply with these provisions which would consume staff time. 

 

The fiscal impact to local jails is expected to be negative due to county jail sentences 

related to violations of Section 1, however the number of violations cannot be 

anticipated. A person convicted of a Class A misdemeanor may be incarcerated for up to 

twelve months.  Misdemeanants are housed in one of Kentucky’s 74 full-service jails or 

three life safety jails.  While the expense of housing inmates varies by jail, this estimated 

impact will be based on an average cost to incarcerate of $47.43 per day. While the 

majority of misdemeanor defendants are granted bail, those who do not will also cost 

local jails an average cost to incarcerate of $47.43 per day. 

 

The fiscal impact of the fine established in Section 2 cannot be determined. It is not 

explicitly stated who would receive fine revenue and the number of violations cannot be 

anticipated.  
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