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Local Government Mandate Statement 

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission 

2025 Regular Session  

  
Part I:  Measure Information 

 

Bill Request #: 1927 Bill #: SB 236 

Document ID #: 4811 Sponsor: Senator Brandon Smith 

Bill Title: AN ACT relating to bench warrants 

 

 

Unit of ☒ City ☒ County ☒ Urban-County 

Government: ☒ Charter County ☒ Consolidated Local ☒ Unified Local  

 

Office(s) Impacted: Department of Corrections, Court Clerks 

 

Requirement: ☒ Mandatory ☐ Optional 

 

Effect on Powers 

& Duties: 

      

☐ Modifies Existing ☒ Adds New ☐ Eliminates Existing 

 

Other Fiscal Statement(s) 

that may exist: 

☐ Actuarial Analysis ☒ Corrections Impact 

☐ Health Benefit Mandate ☐ State Employee Health Plan 

 

 

Part II:  Bill Provisions and the Estimated Fiscal Impact Relating to Local Government 

 

 

SB 236 adds a new section to KRS Chapter 455 stating a bench warrant for someone 

charged with a misdemeanor or violation who didn’t show up in court will expire after 

one year, unless the court renews it by proving law enforcement tried to serve the 

warrant. 

 

The fiscal impact of SB 236 on local government is indeterminable. If individuals 

with bench warrants do not face penalties after one year, this could result in reduced fine 

and fee collections for local governments. However, local governments may also see a 

decrease in administrative costs associated with processing warrants if the bench warrant 

expires after one year.

 

Data Source(s): LRC Staff 

 

Preparer: HT Reviewer: TJ (MDA) Date: 2/25/25 

 


