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Part I: Measure Information

Bill Request #: 1634 Bill #: HB 447

Document ID #: | 3820 Sponsor: | Rebecca Raymer

Bill Title: AN ACT relating to coverage for emergency ground ambulance services.
Unit of City County Urban-County

Government: Charter County Consolidated Local Unified Local

Office(s) Impacted: Local Governments providing health insurance

Requirement: Mandatory =g Optional

Effect on Powers

& Duties: Modifies Existing Adds New o Eliminates Existing
~0O  Actuarial Analysis ~0O Corrections Impact

Other Fiscal Statement(s)
that may exist: Health Benefit Mandate [  State Employee Health Plan

Part I1: Bill Provisions and the Estimated Fiscal Impact Relating to Local Government

HB 447 relates to coverage for emergency ground ambulance services and introduces
new requirements for health benefit plans. Section 1 creates a new provision in KRS
Chapter 304 that mandates health benefit plans to cover emergency ground ambulance
services, including those provided by out-of-network providers. It specifies that services
requested through 911 or by first responders must be considered medically necessary and
cannot be subject to adverse determinations. Additionally, cost-sharing for out-of-
network emergency ambulance services cannot exceed the cost-sharing for in-network
services. The section also establishes minimum reimbursement standards for out-of-
network providers, requiring payment at either the local emergency ground ambulance
service rate or, if no local rate exists, the lesser of 400% of the Medicare reimbursement
or the provider’s billed charges. Insurers must pay providers directly within 30 days and
cannot bill patients beyond their cost-sharing obligations.

Section 2 amends KRS 18A.225, which governs state employee health insurance, to

incorporate these new requirements. It explicitly states that any fully insured or self-
insured plan for public employees must comply with Section 1. This means state-
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sponsored health plans must adopt the same coverage standards, cost-sharing limits, and
reimbursement rules outlined in Section 1, ensuring uniform application of the mandate
across both private health benefit plans and state-sponsored plans. Sections 3 and 4 set
the effective date for these changes as January 1, 2027.

The fiscal impact of HB 447 on local government is likely neutral to positive. Under
this bill, locally established rates become the minimum benchmark for insurer
reimbursements when an out-of-network ground ambulance provider delivers emergency
services. This means insurers are legally required to pay at least the local rate, rather than
negotiating lower payments or relying on their own fee schedules. By requiring insurer
payments at locally established rates, the bill changes the reimbursement structure for
emergency ground ambulance services, which may affect the extent to which local
governments need to provide financial support for these services.
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