Local Government Mandate Statement
Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
Session

Part I: Measure Information

Bill Request #: 1169 Bill #: HB 50/GA
Document ID #: | 5043 Sponsor: | Rep. Emily Callaway
Bill Title: AN ACT relating to the removal of persons unlawfully occupying real
property
Unit of City County Urban-County

Government: Charter County Consolidated Local Unified Local

Office(s) Impacted: Law Enforcement Agencies

Requirement: X Mandatory 0 Optional

Effect on Powers

& Duties: X Modifies Existing O AddsNew [ Eliminates Existing
Other Fiscal Statement(s) O Actuarial Analysis O Corrections Impact

that may exist: [ Health Benefit Mandate [ State Employee Health Plan

Part I1: Bill Provisions and the Estimated Fiscal Impact Relating to Local Government

HB 50/GA amends KRS 383.290 to add that a property owner may request a law
enforcement agency to immediately remove a person or persons unlawfully occupying
real property. The responding law enforcement officer must verify the identity of the
petitioner, physically serve a notice to vacate to the person unlawfully occupying the
property, possibly arrest the unlawfully occupying person for trespassing, and possibly be
asked to remain on the premises to keep the peace while the property owner changes the
locks and removes the personal property of the unlawful occupants from the premises.

The sheriff or constable may charge a fee of twenty dollars ($20) for service of the notice
to immediately vacate the property.

The fiscal impact of HB 50/GA is indeterminable, but expected to be negative. There
will be costs associated with responding to calls to serve a notice to vacate a property
such as the time spent removing unlawful person(s), possibly arresting said person(s), and
possibly being asked to remain on the premises to keep the peace while the property
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owner secures the property. Though the sheriff or constable may charge a $20 fee to
serve a notice to vacate, the average hourly pay for a Kentucky law enforcement officer is
around $25-$30 an hour. Depending on how long a particular case may take, any length
of time over an hour would negate the revenue gained through the fee.

Data Source(s):  Kentucky Department of Corrections; LRC Staff
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