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Part I: Measure Information

Bill Request #: 80 Bill #: HB 59
Document ID #: | 2146 Sponsor: | Rep. John Hodgson
Bill Title: AN ACT relating to health care billing practices.
Unit of City County Urban-County

Government: Charter County Consolidated Local Unified Local

Office(s) Impacted: Local Governments that operate health facilities
Requirement: Mandatory O Optional

Effect on Powers

& Duties: Modifies Existing Adds New [0 Eliminates Existing
Ol Actuarial Analysis [ Corrections Impact

Other Fiscal Statement(s)
that may exist: [0 Health Benefit Mandate [ State Employee Health Plan

Part I1: Bill Provisions and the Estimated Fiscal Impact Relating to Local Government

HB 59 repeals and reenacts KRS 216B.250 under consumer protection statutes, shifting
enforcement to the Attorney General.

Section 1 requires health facilities and providers to furnish patients or their authorized
representatives with a clear, consolidated, itemized statement of all health care services
whenever a statement is requested or when billing occurs. The statement must be
provided within 30 days of the patient’s discharge or 15 days of the request, whichever is
later, and cannot incur any preparation fee. Each statement must include a plain-language
description of services and supplies, the date of service, the total payment requested, and
the price classification—whether it is the provider’s list price, a contracted price with a
third-party payor, or a discounted price. It must also disclose claim status, insurance
details, and any payments already made, including amounts and dates.

If payment is requested directly from the patient, the statement must specify the due date
and amount owed. Providers are prohibited from requesting or accepting a total payment
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that exceeds the contracted amount with a third-party payor or the amount allowed under
state or federal law, including compliance with the federal No Surprises Act.

Violations are deemed unfair or deceptive trade practices under KRS 367.170 and may
result in civil penalties of up to $500 per violation, private lawsuits for damages, and
enforcement actions by the Attorney General. Facilities must also post notices in
admission, outpatient, and emergency areas, and on their websites, informing patients of
their right to receive these statements. Additionally, any discrepancies between billed
amounts and amounts reported to insurers must be promptly disclosed and reconciled.

The fiscal impact of HB 59 on local government is indeterminable but likely
negative. Section 1 may increase costs for local governments operating health facilities
by requiring detailed itemized billing statements, posting notices, and maintaining staff
for billing inquiries. These mandates could lead to administrative and technology
expenses for system upgrades and staff training, ongoing personnel costs, and compliance
monitoring. Facilities cannot charge patients for these statements, so local governments
absorb all costs.

The Kentucky Association of Counties and Kentucky League of Cities were consulted on
this bill. When a response is received, this statement will be updated.

Data Source(s): LRC Staff

Preparer: HT Reviewer: MS (MDA) Date: 2/5/26

Page 2



