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Part I: Measure Information

Bill Request #: 2149 Bill #: HB 662/GA

Document ID #: | 7850 Sponsor: | Rep. William Lawrence

Bill Title: AN ACT relating to the regulation of low voltage battery-charged security
fences by local governments.

Unit of City County Urban-County
Government: Charter County Consolidated Local [J Unified Local

Office(s) Impacted: Any involved in permitting

Requirement: X Mandatory 0 Optional

Effect on Powers

& Duties: O Modifies Existing Adds New [ Eliminates Existing
Other Fiscal Statement(s) O Actuarial Analysis O Corrections Impact

that may exist: [ Health Benefit Mandate [ State Employee Health Plan

Part I1: Bill Provisions and the Estimated Fiscal Impact Relating to Local Government

HB 662/GA would create a new section of KRS Chapter 65 to authorize that a low
voltage battery-charged security fence, as defined by the bill, may be installed, and
operated on any property that is not used as or exclusively zoned for residential purposes
without the need to obtain any local government permit, approval, or other authorization,
except for an alarm permit when required by a local government.

The bill would prohibit this authorization from being interpreted or construed to limit a
local government’s powers and abilities to regulate a nonelectric perimeter barrier as it
relates to generally applicable safety, building, electrical, and fire codes, including the
Kentucky Building Code and Kentucky Electrical Code, or to generally applicable
setback, height, and lot coverage requirements that apply uniformly to other fences or
accessory structures.

The fiscal impact of HB 662/GA is indeterminable, but is likely minimal.
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The fiscal impact of HB 662/GA is unchanged from the bill as introduced. The bill would
prohibit local governments from requiring a permit, approval, or other authorization for
the installation and operation of a qualifying low voltage battery-charged security fence,
except for an alarm permit. To the extent that a city, county, urban-county government, or
consolidated local government currently requires a permit for this type of fence, there
could be a minimal reduction in permit fee revenue.

Permit fee schedules for fences differ across jurisdictions. For example, Nicholasville
charges a $100 fee for fences in nonresidential areas, while Campbell County charges a
$50 flat fee. It is not known how many existing or future fences would meet the bill’s
definition of a low voltage battery-charged security fence. In addition, the number of
qualifying fences installed each year would vary by jurisdiction and cannot be projected.

Local governments would retain authority to enforce generally applicable safety,
building, electrical, and fire codes, as well as setback, height, and lot coverage

requirements that apply uniformly to other fences or accessory structures. Enforcement of
those provisions would be part of existing inspection and code compliance.

Data Source(s):  Nicholasville City Government; Campbell County Government; LRC Staff
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