
 

Page 1 

Local Government Mandate Statement 

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission 

2026 Regular Session  

  
Part I:  Measure Information 

 

Bill Request #: 1526 Bill #: HB 761 

Document ID #: 6447 Sponsor: Rep. Matthew Lehman 

Bill Title: AN ACT relating to riverport authorities and declaring an emergency. 
 

Unit of ☒ City ☒ County ☒ Urban-County 

Government: ☒ Charter County ☒ Consolidated Local ☒ Unified Local  

 

Office(s) Impacted: Local governments with a riverport authority 
 

Requirement: ☒ Mandatory ☒ Optional 

 

Effect on Powers 

& Duties: 

      

☒ Modifies Existing ☐ Adds New ☐ Eliminates Existing 

 

Other Fiscal Statement(s) 

that may exist: 

☐ Actuarial Analysis ☐ Corrections Impact 

☐ Health Benefit Mandate ☐ State Employee Health Plan 
 

Part II:  Bill Provisions and the Estimated Fiscal Impact Relating to Local Government 
 

Section 1 of HB 761 would prohibit riverport authorities from delegating policy-making 

authority to outside entities. The bill would also allow a riverport authority to enter into 

contracts with vendors to perform tasks or functions. 

Section 2 would amend KRS 65.530 to expand the purposes of riverport authorities to 

include enhancing, fostering, aiding, providing, and promoting transportation, economic 

development, housing, recreation, education, governmental operations, culture, and 

research within the jurisdiction of the authority or its economic environs. 

 

Section 3 would amend KRS 65.540 to allow a joint riverport authority to be created by a 

combination of counties, require the adoption of a code of ethics, establish membership 

provisions, and prohibit members from having a direct or indirect interest in the business 

of the authority. 

HB 761 would have no fiscal impact on local governments. The provisions of HB 761 

that may have a fiscal impact on local governments are not mandated. Therefore, it would 

be the choice of the local government whether to undertake those activities. 
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