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Local Government Mandate Statement 

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission 

2026 Regular Session  

  
Part I:  Measure Information 

 

Bill Request #: 178 Bill #: SB 193/GA 

Document ID #: 7536 Sponsor: Senator Matthew Deneen 

Bill Title: AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments. 

 

 

Unit of ☒ City ☒ County ☒ Urban-County 

Government: ☒ Charter County ☒ Consolidated Local ☒ Unified Local  

 

Office(s) Impacted: Law Enforcement, Jails 

 

Requirement: ☒ Mandatory ☐ Optional 

 

Effect on Powers 

& Duties: 

      

☐ Modifies Existing ☒ Adds New ☐ Eliminates Existing 

 

Other Fiscal Statement(s) 

that may exist: 

☐ Actuarial Analysis ☒ Corrections Impact 

☐ Health Benefit Mandate ☐ State Employee Health Plan 

 

 

Part II:  Bill Provisions and the Estimated Fiscal Impact Relating to Local Government 

 

 

SB 193/GA amends KRS 533.020, which governs probation, alternative sentences, and 

conditional discharge for individuals convicted of offenses but not sentenced to 

imprisonment. It clarifies when courts must or may impose probation, probation with an 

alternative sentence, or conditional discharge, and outlines conditions for modifying, 

enlarging, or revoking these sentences. It also sets maximum supervision periods—five 

years for felonies and two years for misdemeanors, or longer if restitution is required—

and establishes rules for handling violations near the end of supervision periods. 

 

The new provisions introduce specific timelines and tolling rules to prevent offenders 

from avoiding consequences through delays. First, if a violation occurs within the last 

sixty days of supervision, the court now has sixty days after the supervision period ends 

to determine whether a violation occurred and take appropriate action. Second, if a 

warrant is issued for a violation, the supervision clock stops from the time the warrant is 

issued until the defendant’s first court appearance, unless the court finds no violation. 

Finally, the court must schedule and complete any proceedings related to the alleged 

violation within sixty days of the defendant’s first appearance.  
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The fiscal impact of SB 193/GA on local government is indeterminable but likely 

negative. The fiscal impact is unchanged from the bill as introduced. This bill affects 

probation revocation in ways that may increase incarcerations and local housing costs. 

More enforceable revocations may translate into more people serving jail or prison time, 

which raises costs associated with housing, medical care, food, and staffing. While the 

bill does not mandate incarceration, its procedural timelines and tolling provisions make 

revocation more actionable, which may drive up detention days and related expenses for 

jails. 

 

A person convicted of a Class B misdemeanor may be incarcerated for up to 90 days. A 

person convicted of a Class A misdemeanor may be incarcerated for up to twelve months.  

Misdemeanants are housed in one of Kentucky’s 74 full-service jails or three life safety 

jails.  While the expense of housing inmates varies by jail, this estimated impact will be 

based on an average cost to incarcerate of $47.43 per day. While the majority of 

misdemeanor defendants are granted bail, those who do not will also cost local jails an 

average cost to incarcerate of $47.43 per day. 

 

When a court denies bail to a Class D felony defendant, the local government is 

responsible for incarcerating the defendant until disposition of the case in one of 

Kentucky’s 74 full service jails or three life safety jails. While the expense of housing 

inmates varies by jail, each additional inmate increases facility costs by an average cost 

to incarcerate of $47.43, which includes the $35.34 per diem and medical expenses that 

the Department of Corrections pays jails to house felony offenders. Upon sentencing, a 

Class D felon is housed in one of Kentucky’s full service jails for the duration of his or 

her sentence.  The Department of Corrections pays a jail $35.34 per day to house a Class 

D felon. The per diem may be less than, equal to, or greater than the actual housing cost.  

 

When a court denies bail to a Class C felony defendant, the local government is 

responsible for incarcerating the defendant until disposition of the case in one of 

Kentucky’s 74 full service jails or three life safety jails. While the expense of housing 

inmates varies by jail, each additional inmate increases facility costs by an average cost 

to incarcerate of $47.43, which includes the $35.34 per diem and medical expenses that 

the Department of Corrections pays jails to house felony offenders. Class C felons are 

ineligible for placement in local jails until they are classified at the lowest custody level 

with 24 months or less to their minimum expiration date or parole eligibility date. The 

Department of Corrections pays local jails $35.34 per day to house these Class C felons. 

The per diem may be less than, equal to, or greater than the actual housing cost. 
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