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Part I: Measure Information

Bill Request #: 1082 Bill #: SB 98/GA
Document ID #: | 6720 Sponsor: | Senator Phillip Wheeler
Bill Title: AN ACT relating to welding safety.
Unit of City County Urban-County

Government: Charter County Consolidated Local Unified Local

Office(s) Impacted: Fiscal Court

Requirement: Mandatory O Optional

Effect on Powers

& Duties: O Modifies Existing Adds New [ Eliminates Existing
Other Fiscal Statement(s) Ol Actuarial Analysis [ Corrections Impact
that may exist: [0 Health Benefit Mandate [ State Employee Health Plan

Part I1: Bill Provisions and the Estimated Fiscal Impact Relating to Local Government

This bill creates new requirements for structural steel welding in Kentucky to comply
with national standards. It defines key terms such as the American Welding Society
(AWS), American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME), accredited testing facilities,
and welding codes D1.1 and D1.5. The bill defines “certified welding inspector” as a
person who is an independent professional and not part of the government entity
responsible for issuing permits or enforcing building codes, or who is sponsoring the
construction.

Under the bill, for any construction project involving structural steel welding where the
design professional specifies D1.1 and D1.5 welding standards, the general contractor,
project manager, contractors and subcontractors must use welders who have been tested
and certified either by an accredited testing facility or by an AWS-accredited welding
inspector who is independent of the project. All welding work must meet AWS welding
standards, including D1.1 and D1.5.
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This bill makes AWS/ASME standards a legal requirement under KRS Chapter 198B,
instead of just being recommended guidelines or best practices. This legislation does not
apply to welding performed by homeowners or farmers on their own property. The
requirements of the bill will take effect on January 1, 2027.

The fiscal impact of SB 98/GA on local government is indeterminable but expected
to be minimal to moderate. The fiscal impact is unchanged from the bill as introduced.
Local governments that manage construction projects involving structural steel (such as
public buildings or infrastructure) will need to ensure compliance with the new standards.
This could mean verifying that welders are properly certified and that welding meets
AWS standards. However, these costs may be absorbed into project budgets and are not
expected to significantly increase overall expenses.

If the job specifications include the D1.1 or D1.5 requirements, then the cost of using an
independent certified welder and a certified welding inspector could result in project cost
increases.
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